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D
UE to Cape Town’s 
popularity as a tourist 
destination, the 
business between 
Johannesburg and 
Cape Town, and 
the city’s increasing 

popularity as a home town for many 
South Africans, Cape Town International 

Airport continues to see notable growth in 
passenger numbers, with it maintaining its 
position as the second busiest international 
airport in South Africa, and third busiest in 
Africa – Cairo comes in in second place. 

The airport saw a 5.7 percent increase 
in passenger traffic during the past year, to 
over 10.2 million, compared to the 2015/16 
financial year, which saw approximately 

9,600,000 passengers pass through the 
airport's gates. This itself was a 10.3 
percent improvement on the previous year 
– 2014/15. 

A few years ago, the Johannesburg-
Cape Town route was one of the top 10 
busiest air routes in the world. It has lately 
slipped out of the top ten, but in 2016, over 
eight million of those ten million passengers 
were domestic travellers. The remainder 
were made up of around two million 
passengers on international flights, 200,000 
on regional routes, and fewer than just 
12,000 on unscheduled flights. 

Interestingly, total aircraft movements 
were slightly down by 0.9 percent, from 
100,221 to 99,337. The explanation lies 
largely in the number of unscheduled 
flights. The past year saw a marked drop, 
from approximately 19,000 unscheduled 
flights to around 16,000. This decrease in 
unscheduled passenger traffic quantifies 
what many in Cape Town, and particularly 
those in the General Aviation area at the 
airport, know – that general aviation (GA) 
is slowing down at the airport and being 
squeezed out to find a space elsewhere. 
The Morningstar Airfield, 20 km north of 
the CBD, and Fisantekraal near Durbanville 
appear to be popular refuges. Cape Town 
International’s new runway will further 
discourage GA.

Catering to the demand for scheduled 
flights into Cape Town, and looking to 
further grow capacity, in 2013, Airports 
Company South Africa (ACSA) announced 
plans to lengthen and re-align Cape Town’s 
primary runway, Runway 18/36. It will be 
rotated 11.5 degrees, lengthened by 300 
m to 3,500 m, and strengthened, allowing 
larger aircraft such as the A380 and other 
Code F aircraft to land at the airport.

The runway will also come with parallel 
and rapid exit taxiways (RETs), currently 
absent at the airport, as well as an aircraft 
isolation pad (AIP), a compass calibration 
pad, an aircraft run-up area, and security 

As the third largest airport in Africa, Cape Town 
International Airport handled over ten million 
passengers over the past year. Planned runway and 
infrastructure upgrades, which were announced in 
2013 and planned to begin in 2018, should see this 
number continue to grow once completed. 

Cape Town International 
Airport Update

cape town feature
Words: Graeme Wuth

Cape Town will begin runway upgrades in 2018.
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facilities, including a perimeter fence and 
upgraded service roads. The RETs will 
mean the demolishing of the secondary 
runway, which is used primarily by smaller 
and other non-commercial aircraft. The 
runway project will cost R3.2 billion. 

Then, in May 2015, ACSA announced 
further expansion plans, which include 
the upgrading of Cape Town’s domestic 
and international terminals, bringing the 
estimated total cost for the upgrades 
(runway and terminals) to R7.7 billion, and 
directly employing between 900 and 3,200 
additional people, according to ACSA. 
Construction is expected to begin in 2018, 
and will take two to three years to complete. 

The upgrades will have to 
accommodate the sprawling city, and 
assessments have been done and plans 
put in place to ensure the surrounding 
population is not overly impacted. 
Considered an ideal location for 
expansion in the early ‘50s, the airport 
is now surrounded by industrial and 
low-cost housing development, and the 
expansion plans bring with them predicted 
exceedances of noise level guidelines 
in residential areas up to 15 km from the 
airport, according to an environmental 
impact assessment (EIA) report. The 
Department of Environmental Affairs has, 
however, authorised the proposed runway 
realignment and associated infrastructure 
planned for the airport.

The department’s notification was 
communicated to the airport following a 
detailed examination of an independent 
environmental impact assessment including 
submissions from other interested and 
affected parties. The environmental impact 
assessment took nearly four years of 
planning and assessment and included 
extensive public consultation. 

At the announcement of the 
authorisation in May this year, Deon 
Cloete, General Manager of Cape 
Town International Airport, said: “The 

environmental authorisation is just one step 
in the process and the EIA process is not 
yet fully concluded. We still have a way to 
go. At best, construction is estimated to 
begin mid-2018.” 

To mitigate the effects of noise 
pollution, environmental practitioners have 
advised that noise contours be revised 
every five years to account for changed 
policies, improved technologies, and altered 
flight paths and schedules.

GENERAL AVIATION

Cape Town International has a 
dedicated general aviation area on the 
airport’s south-western border. This section 
is home to the airport’s commercial non-
scheduled operators, flight schools and 
the currently defunct Cape Town Flying 
Club, as well as various GA maintenance 
facilities. It has its own refuelling facilities 
as well as hangarage for small aircraft 
and training establishments, but lacks a 
dedicated GA customs and immigration 
facility.

A number of helicopter charter 
companies, such as Cape Town Helicopters 
and NAC, use the V&A Waterfront, near 
the city centre, as a base for flips around 
the peninsula and to wine estates and 
surrounds. 

AWARDS

Cape Town International Airport again 
won Best Airport in Africa at the Skytrax 
awards held in March 2017. This will be the 
fifth time the airport has won the award, 
having taken top honours in 2009, 2011 
(when it also won Best Improved Airport in 
Africa), 2012 and 2013, and 2016. 

The 2017 Awards were based on 
13.82 million airport survey questionnaires 
that were completed by 105 different 
nationalities of air travellers during 
the survey period, from July 2016 to 
February 2017. The survey covered 550 
airports worldwide, and evaluates various 
processes such as check-in, shopping and 
immigration.

In 2017, Cape Town International Airport 
won Best African Airport for the sixth time.

j
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LACO has retained the 
services of all Base-4 
fixed-wing staff in order to 
continue servicing piston, 
turbine and jet aircraft. 
Placo will be incorporating 
its aircraft sales and parts 

stock into the new division to provide 
aircraft and parts sales to existing and 
new clients. Together with Placo’s promise 
of excellence, professional service and 
support, and the maintenance crew’s vast 
experience, clients can be assured that 
Placo Cape Town is in a position to provide 
only the best service to aircraft owners and 
pilots undertaking almost any work from a 
50-hour check to a full engine rebuild.

Within both the Rand Airport 
maintenance and the Cape Town 
maintenance divisions, Placo has appointed 
some of the best staff to service the 
majority of Piper, Cessna, Beechcraft and 
Pacific Aerospace Turbines and piston 
aircraft. Both divisions have full capacity 
and are fully qualified to service the King 
Air series as well as the Cessna Caravan 
aircraft.

Placo’s acquisition of Base-4’s fixed-
wing maintenance division took place on 1 
September and it operates under Placo’s 
AMO Number 009.

Established 80 years ago, Placo 
made a decision to focus on all sectors 
of the aviation market and to this end has 
become an official representative for Pacific 
Aerospace Limited in Africa and the Middle 
East, selling and maintaining P-750 XSTOL 
aircraft. Qualifying clients are able to buy 
P750s either on a ‘lease to purchase’ option 

or with various finance packages available. 
The company operates the P750 in Kenya 
with additional contracts lined up in several 
other countries. 

Placo’s head office with its 
maintenance, aircraft sales and parts 
sales division is situated at Rand Airport, 
Germiston and its Wonderboom Airport 
office focusses on aircraft parts sales. 

For more information, contact Placo’s 
team:

Placo (Pty) Ltd Head Office
Rand Airport
Tel: +27 11 827 9303/2
Email: chris@placo.co.za / 
Email: carlos@placo.co.za

Aircraft Sales
Gerhard Mouton
Tel: +27 82 467 3736
Email: gerhard@placo.co.za

Placo Wonderboom
Tel: +27 12 543 2816 / +27 12 543 2674
Email: geraldine@placo.co.za
Email: beverly@placo.co.za

Placo Cape Town International
Bruce Newman
Tel: +27 79 674 8351
Email: bruce@placo.co.za
Achmat Levy
Tel: +27 76 901 6780
Email: achmat@placo.co.za 

Well-known and respected for the professional service 
provided from its Wonderboom and Rand Airport 
branches, Placo has now acquired a maintenance division 
at Cape Town International Airport from Base 4 Aviation.

Placo Cape Town 
fully operational

Placo has retained the services of all Base-4 
fixed-wing staff in order to continue servicing 
piston, turbine and jet aircraft.

j
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WE PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE PRICES, 
TURN-AROUND TIMES AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP.
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CAPE TOWN

CONTACT OUR TEAM: 
PLACO (PTY) LTD HEAD OFFICE  
TEL: +27(0)11 827 9302/ 3
Fax: +27(0)11 824 3661   
www.placo.co.za 

CAPE TOWN AMO
Bruce Newman
Tel: +27 79 674 8351
Email: bruce@placo.co.za
 
Achmat Levy
Tel: +27 76 901 6780
Email: achmat@placo.co.za

MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION
Carlos Barata
Tel: +27(0)11 827 9302/ 3
Fax: +27(0)11 824 3661
carlos@placo.co.za

AIRCRAFT SALES
Gerhard Mouton
Tel: +27(0) 82 467 3736
Fax: +27(0)11 824 3661
gerhard@placo.co.za

RAND PARTS SALES
Eric Erasmus
Tel: +27(0)11 827 9302/ 3
Fax: +27(0)11 824 3661
eric@placo.co.za

Konki Tsotetsi
Tel: +27(0)11 827 9302/ 3
Fax: +27(0)11 824 3661
konki@placo.co.za

Joseph Kubaye
Tel: +27(0)11 827 9302/ 3
Fax: +27(0)11 824 3661
joseph@placo.co.za

WONDERBOOM PARTS SALES
Hangar 2, Wonderboom Airport, Pretoria
Geraldine Hickley
Tel: (012) 543 2816
Fax: (012) 5432798
Fax to e-mail: 086 6905013 
E-mail: geraldine@placo.co.za 

Beverly McComb
Tel: (012) 543 2674
Fax: (012) 5432798
Fax to e-mail: 086 6160508
E-mail: beverly@placo.co.za

www.placo.co.zawww.placo.co.za

Choose Placo to become your trusted partner for all your general aviation needs!

WE SERVICE THE ENTIRE 
RANGE OF PIPER  AIRCRAFT,  

BEECHRAFT SERIES UP TO KING 
AIR 350 AND FULL CESSNA 
SERIES UP TO CITATION JET 

AIRCRAFT.
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Southern Rotorcraft USA, founded in 2001 by Regenald Denysschen of Southern Rotorcraft cc SA, is an FAA Repair Station 
specializing in Rolls Royce M250 Series engines and Bell components.
Southern Rotorcraft occupies a 25000 sq ft. facility and has a state-of-the-art NDT Department, Paint Booth as well as added 
equipment to it’s Machining Department. These additions have allowed an increase in capabilities as well as decreased turn 
around times thereby enabling advanced engineering and state of the art repair techniques. Southern Rotorcraft is a stockist 
of Avid Air Carbon Fibre lined Compressor Cases for the Rolls Royce 250-C20B Compressors.

Southern Rotorcraft USA Inc. 
E-mail:  info@rotorsrus.com  
1410 Industrial Drive, Royse City, Texas 75189    
Phone: (972)635-7922 
Toll Free: (866)4ROTORS 
Cell: (469)585-2781 
Fax: (972)635-7944                                        

www.rotors-r-us.com        
FAA Approved Repair Station Certificate #D57R025X

Southern Rotorcraft cc - SA 
Email: sasales@rotors-r-us.com / regdee@intekom.co.za
Tel: 021-935-0980
Fax: 021-935-0981
Cell: 0827770805

FOR ALL YOUR HELICOPTER NEEDS - HELICOPTER SALES – SPARE PARTS SALES - ENGINE OVERHAULS - COMPONENT REPAIR 
& OVERHAULS – PRE BUYS-SHIPPING-EXPORTS-ROLLS ROYCE 250 & BELL SPECIALIST
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The fleet consists of :
Beech Premier 1 Jet
Pilatus PC12 NG
King Air 200
Baron 58
Cirrus SR22 

South African Air Charter License No N940D
Approved Aviation Training Organization No ATO351
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Contact Details: Gary Templeton
Tel: +27 21 531 3162 /+ 27 82 563 9639
E-mail: gary.templeton@msaviation.co.za or info@msaviation.co.za

www.msaviat ion.co.za

MS Aviation operates from Cape Town International Airport, and provides corpo-
rate and private clients with tailor made, cost-efficient, and convenient charters 
throughout Southern Africa, as well as Cape to Cairo Safaris. 

We have always placed a strong emphasis on pilot experience and competence, 
as well as safety and reliability.

MS Aviation owns and operates its own aircraft, as well as selected others. 

CAPE AIRCRAFT INTERIORS 
Cape Aircraft Interiors is one of Africa’s 

leading interior and exterior refurbishment 
facilities. We refurbish a range of aircraft, 
including Beechcraft, Cessna, Boeing, 
Piper, Fokker, Falcon, Gates Learjet, 
Pilates, Global, Gulfstream, Hawker 
Siddeley and much more, as well as various 
helicopters.  

Cape Aircraft Interior is an SACAA 
certified maintenance facility, with 
Maintenance and Manufacturing approval 
to refurbish all interiors and exteriors and to 
service or supply aircraft safety equipment. 
All items used in the refurbishment 
of aircraft receive a fire proof/burn 
certificate as well as a release certificate. 
Furthermore, our capabilities include flame 
treatment as well as testing of materials.

Cape Aircraft Interiors is the only 
business of its kind in the Western Cape 
that has a license to re-certify aircraft 
safety equipment such as escape slides, 
life rafts, life jackets, baby survival cots, fire 
extinguishers, hydro-cylinders and oxygen 
masks. We also do rentals and sales of life 
rafts and life jackets. 

Professional maintenance of your 
helicopter is our passion, and we are 

approved to maintain the following: AS350 
and AS350 BA, Bell 206 and 407 series, 
Robinson Helicopters, Hughes/Schweizer 
269 series and MD 500 series. 

For a full list of services and additional 
information, contact Cape Aircraft Interiors 
on 

Tel: +27 (21) 934 9499
 Email: sarel@zs-cai.co.za / richard@
zs-cai.co.za / michael@wcaeromarine.
co.za
Website: www.zs-cai.co.za 
 

EXECUJET AFRICA 
ExecuJet Africa is based in South 

Africa at Lanseria International Airport 
near Johannesburg and at Cape Town 
International Airport, as well as Murtala 
Muhammed International Airport in Lagos, 
Nigeria. 

ExecuJet’s spectacular Cape Town 
facility is no doubt one of the finest 
developments in the world. This purpose 
built state-of-the-art facility is positioned 
only 25 minutes from the city centre and 
stunning Cape Town coastline. The building 
itself is strategically located parallel to the 
main runway with 5,000 square metres of 

hangarage and 7,000 square metres of 
dedicated ramp parking. 

VVIP lounges, conference rooms, 
showers, crew lounges and briefing rooms 
are readily available for visiting passengers 
and crew. 

Operators using Cape Town 
International Airport can benefit from 
ExecuJet’s extensive experience as the 
continent’s leading business aviation 
services provider. Our maintenance facility 
is an extension of our MRO in Lanseria, 
and can provide maintenance assistance 
to most corporate jets and turboprops. 
Our experienced engineers can provide 
assistance for incoming defects or 
scheduled maintenance.

Whether you require refuelling, ground 
handling and flight planning services, 
or aircraft repair and maintenance, the 
ExecuJet team and qualified engineers are 
on site. Whilst visiting Cape Town, you will 
find our extensive network of contacts and 
local knowledge invaluable when it comes 
to the careful planning of your trip, both 
within Africa and beyond. 

Contact Details: 
Email: enquiries@execujet.co.za 
Website: www.execujet.com

cape town feature

mailto:sarel@zs-cai.co.za
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MS AVIATION 
MS Aviation has a privately-owned 

fleet of variously sized aircraft to meet all 
air charter requirements. It operates from a 
private hangar at Cape Town International 
Airport. Its pilots fly regularly throughout 
Africa and have extensive experience of the 
climatic conditions of the continent as well 
as the regulatory requirements of flying in 
and around the region. 

MS Aviation is ideally suited to the 
challenging transport logistics of exploration 
and mining operations throughout Africa. 
The company offers a range of services 
from business charter to crew change, 
cargo delivery and is an integral part of the 
MS Group’s transport/supply support team, 
providing travel solutions and logistical 
support to the companies within the group. 

The company has an exemplary record 
when it comes to safety and reliability. 
It offers a premium service operated by 
professionals, maintaining the highest 
safety standards to ensure security and 
comfort. 

Contact Gary on:
Tel: 082 5 639 639 or 
 Email: gary.templeton@msaviation.
co.za
www.msaviation.co.za

SIGNATURE FLIGHT SUPPORT
Signature Flight Support Cape Town is 

a BBA Aviation Services Group Company 

that provides a distribution network for 
business aviation services and is part of 
the world’s largest Fixed Base Operation 
(FBO).

Signature’s products and services 
include aircraft fuelling, hangar and office 
rentals to aviation specialist service 
providers, ground handling, passenger 
services and other aviation related 
procurement services.

Signature Flight Support Cape Town 
has a motivated and enthusiastic team 
of employees who adhere to the group’s 
nominated values of integrity, responsibility, 
safety, service, people and performance.

The Cape Town facility is located on 
7,200 square metres of land within the 
General Aviation Area at Cape Town 
International Airport, and the complex 
itself houses various different tenants, all 
of which are aviation specialist service 
providers.

Jet A1 and Avgas are available on a 24 
hour basis at competitive prices. Signature 
Flight Support has in-house security for 
vehicles and aircraft left over-night, offers 
hotel and car bookings and has an on-site 
restaurant and conference room facility.

The Reception Area at Signature was 
upgraded in October 2017 and now has a 
more inviting and modern appearance.

Contact Signature Flight Support on:
Tel: +27 (0)21 934 0350
Email: cpt@signatureflight.co.za
Website: www.signatureflight.com

SOUTHERN ROTORCRAFT
Southern Rotorcraft USA, is an FAA 

certified repair station specialising in 
Rolls Royce 250 Series engine repair and 
overhaul, as well as Bell component repair 
and overhaul. 

Southern Rotorcraft USA also offers 
engine and component exchange pool 
services, pre-purchase inspections, 
USA export Certificate of Airworthiness, 
helicopter rebuilds and refurbishment, and 
disassembly, packing and shipping.

Southern Rotorcraft USA occupies a 
25,000 sq. ft facility, which has a state-
of-the-art NDT department – additional 
equipment to its machining department, 
bleed valve and fuel nozzle overhaul, 
helicopter spray paint booth and engine test 
cell. 

Our inventory for the Rolls Royce 250 
Series engines and the Bell 206B and L 
helicopters are available to the industry via 
our website: www.rotors-r-us.com.  

Southern Rotorcraft CC, based at Cape 
Town International Airport, sources and 
supplies spare parts for Rolls Royce 250 
engines and Bell 206 helicopters, and we 
are also stockists of Avid Air carbon fibre 
lined compressor cases for the Rolls Royce 
250-C20B compressors.

Contact Southern Rotorcraft cc on:
Tel no: +27 (0) 219350980
Email: sasales@rotors-r-us.com
Website: www.rotors-r-us.com

join.the.leader

Cape Town Flight Training Centre
Private, Commercial & Advanced Pilot Training
(021) 976 7053 or (084) 440 7922
www.cape-town-flying.co.za      CAA/0188

cape town feature

FISANTEKRAAL update
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U
PGRADES

Recent upgrades 
at Fisantekraal 
(FAFK) include the 
lengthening of the 
main runway, 05/23, 
on the 23 side by 

450 m, making it 1,450 m; the tarring of 
various taxiways that used to be gravel; 
and erecting two new hangars, one for a 
new AMO. The extending and tarring of the 
runway is complete and in use. According 
to Doug Delange, the airfield manager, 
both 05/23 and the cross runway, 14/32, 
are attended to regularly and are in great 
condition.

The proposed requirement by the 
SACAA that all airfields must either be 
registered or licensed has been a worry for 
many airfields and operators. Fisantekraal 
ensured that business will continue as usual 
at the airfield, regardless of the prosed 
regulatory changes, by having the runways 
licensed (registration number 820), and 
passing the Aerodrome Audit in July with 
100%

Part of the reason for their flawless 
audit score is that, unlike so many licensed 
airfields around South Africa, which are 
becoming surrounded by development, 
FAFK is surrounded by open fields with 
the only hazard being a 340 m high radio 
mast 4.2 nm NNE of the airfield. Delange 
says, “We have the safest approaches in 
the aerodrome business in RSA. The same 
applies to our runways. Safety has become 
a major feature with us.”

OPERATORS

There is no formal flying club at 
Fisantekraal, but there is a healthy flying 
community at the airport, with over 

174 pilots making FAFK their base. But 
Fisantekraal is not just used for flying. In 
addition to the regular braais, flight school 
functions and general get-togethers, the 
airfield hosts motor racing, and car drifting. 
Drag racing is planned for the summer.

There are three Aviation Training 
Organisations (ATOs) based at FAFK: 
International Aviation Centre South Africa 
(IACSA), Cape Town Flight Training Centre 
(CTFTC), and Aerosport, as well as an 
Aircraft Maintenance Organisation (AMO) 
for non-type certified microlights and 
gyrocopters. A new AMO will be opening its 
doors in January 2018.   

Avgas and oil is available during 
weekdays from 07h00 to 18h00 and from 
07h00 to 13h00 on Saturdays, or after 
hours at an additional cost. At R18.88 per 
litre, their cost of fuel as of the first week 

of October was exactly in line with the 
country’s average price of R18.87. 

The local municipality owned the 
airfield from the ‘60s through to 1993. 
Delange says, “The municipality of Cape 
Town are not really into flying. We would 
like to see much more interest from them 
in light of the huge tourism potential of the 
Western Cape. Furthermore, we would 
love to partner with a government project 
aimed at empowering youngsters from 
previously disadvantaged backgrounds to 
enter the commercial airline pilot market. 
The world out there is desperately in 
need of more commercial pilots trained 
to a high standard.” To encourage a new 
generation of pilots, Fistantekraal is building 
accommodation aimed at the young PPL 
and CPL market, so that aspiring pilots can 
be accommodated at the airfield. 

Fisantekraal Airfield is an ex-South African Air Force airfield built towards the 
end of World War 2, and at the time was used to operate Lockheed Ventura 
bombers. Approximately 13 kilometres northeast of Durbanville, it has been 
under private ownership since 1993, and is putting effort into growing general 
aviation in the area, particularly for the younger generation.

FISANTEKRAAL UPDATE

Fisantekraal has cross runways and 
unobstructed approaches, with forced 
landing options all around the airfield.
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AEROSPORT
Aerosport was founded at Fisantekraal by Louis van Wyk in 

1991. The school began by offering microlight training only, but later 
gyrocopter training was included, which quickly became the most 
popular course. 

Over the years, the school grew and PPL and LSA training was 
added. The school has continued to expand, and currently offers 
the following: LSA, MPL, Gyrocopter Licence, PPL, CPL, Instrument 
Rating, Night Rating, and Instructor Rating, as well as Hire and Fly 
deals. They also offer tailwheel conversions for pilots who want to 
really hone their stick and rudder skills.

Aerosport has the following aircraft in its fleet: 2 x Cessna 172M, 
Bush baby, Savannah XL, Aquila Trike, 2 x Magni M6 gyrocopters 
and an FNPT 1 flight simulator. They also have an on-line exam 
base for CAA PPL and RAASA NPL exams.

At Aerosport, Louis and his team have tried to make flying 
affordable, so that everyone has the opportunity to make their 
dream to fly come true. They also work with each student’s 
availability so that the courses can be completed at his/her pace.

Contact Aerosport on:
Tel: +27 021 975 3891 
Email: training@aerosport.co.za
Website: www.aerosport.co.za

CAPE TOWN FLIGHT TRAINING CENTRE 
Operating at Fisantekraal airfield since 2003, Cape Town Flight 

Training Centre (CTFTC) is Cape Town’s Premier fixed-wing pilot 
training establishment. 

Fisantekraal is unique to the area in providing an excellent 
weather record, a safe learning environment and multiple runways 
at a location which allows immediate access to the General Flying 
Area and Cape Town International Airport controlled airspace.  

CTFTC is a one-stop-shop on the path to the issue of all SACAA 
aircrew licences and ratings, up to and including the ‘frozen’ ATPL.  

CTFTC operates only certified aircraft types. Our fleet currently 
consists of nine aircraft including four Diamond DA-20 Eclipse 
ab-initio trainers, three IF equipped Piper Warriors, a Piper Arrow 
for Complex training and a Piper Seneca for multi-engine training. 
Instrument flying training is also available on the cost efficient FNPT-
1 and FNPT-2 simulators.   

Our Instructors have undergone CTFTCs exclusive four to six-

month long teacher-training programme. Experienced airline pilot/
instructors and examiners are also part of our team to ensure that 
we produce pilots who are in tune with the industry from the very 
first day of their new career. You are welcome to visit our facilities 
and book an introductory lesson.

Contact CTFTC on: 
Tel: 021 976 7053 Cell: 084 440 7922
Email: admin@cape-town-flying.co.za 
Website: www.ctftc.co.za

Cape Town's Premier Flying School

Join us for an 
intr o flight today!

Our fl ight school has on-line exam base for 
CAA PPL and RAASA NPL exams.

We off er the following: LSA PMPL PGyrocopter License 
PPPL PCPL PInstrument rating PNight Rating PInstructor 

Rating PTailwheel ConversionsPAs well as Hire & Fly

OUR FLEET: 2x Cessna 172M � Bush Baby � Savannah XL � Aquila 
Trike � 2x Magni M6 Gyrocopters � FNPT 1 Flight Simulator

Aerosport Flight Training is located at Fisantekraal Airfi eld (FAFK) 
Northeast of Cape Town, near Durbanville. 

CONTACT DETAILS: training@aerosport.co.za 
Phone: +27 (0)21 001 8802  Mobile: 083 675 3541 Fax: 086 665 0220

www.aerosport.co.za
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In addition to aviation get-togethers, 
Fisantekraal hosts motorsport events.

mailto:admin@cape-town-flying.co.za
http://www.ctftc.co.za
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C
HAIRMAN Ross 
Leighton says the club 
has over 350 paid-up 
members and this 
healthy membership 
is testament to the 
demand out there 

for an airfield where people can enjoy 
sport aviation in a warm, friendly club 
environment. Morningstar is the only 
community-based airfield in the Cape 
Town municipality that is able to offer the 
city’s residents, who are so inclined, an 
opportunity to experience the wonder 
of flight and to become pilots, all the 
while being part of a friendly sports and 
recreation environment.

Morningstar has 107 hangar sites, 
of which 95 are allocated and occupied. 
A further seven are allocated but not 
occupied because of the suspension of plan 
approvals by the city authorities. There are 
just five sites unallocated and there is a 
long waiting list for these. Recently, several 
hangars sold without advertising, reflecting 
the optimism and faith in the club.

These numbers are both a blessing and 
a curse. The upside is it demonstrates a 
healthy, vibrant club that caters to a diverse 
group of aviators pursuing a variety of sport 
and recreation aviation activities, but all 
joined by the common love of flying. 

Perversely, this very success has made 
the city sit up and take notice and it has 
decided that the club is a ready source 
of future income. So, whereas the club in 

the past has paid what is called a ‘tariff 
rental’, usually very low and applicable to 
non-profit sports and recreation clubs, the 
city in its wisdom now claims the club’s 
activities places the airfield in the category 
of a ‘commercial enterprise’ and it therefore 
must pay a commercial rental of R80,000 
per month, plus rates of R25,000 per 
month. These amounts are way out of line 
with rentals paid by other South African 
airfields built on municipal land and those 
charged to other Cape Town non-profit 
sports clubs, like golf clubs, soccer clubs, 
bowls clubs and other sports.

The city’s reasoning for wanting 
to classify Morningstar Airfield as 
‘commercial’ is that there are two flight 

schools operating on the airfield and an 
AMO. They maintain this view despite 
the fact that the club applied for, and 
received, written permission to allow these 
organisations on the leased area. 

Furthermore, they claim that hangars, 
which were built by members in accordance 
with the lease conditions, are being used 
as ‘cheap storage’ despite their being used 
primarily to house aircraft pursuant to the 
club activities. The airfield has over 204 
aircraft on site and these occupy in excess 
of 80% of hangar floor area.

The club committee is fighting this 
skewed logic vociferously. If anything, 
it reflects how local urban government, 
starved by central government of proper 

The Western Cape Microlight Club is based at Morningstar Airfield, just 20 km 
north of Cape Town – and, as will be discussed, is still in the city’s municipal 
area. Thanks to good management and the pent-up demand for an accessible 
and friendly flying club, Morningstar has grown phenomenally well – especially 
in the light of the headwinds many other flying clubs are experiencing.

MORNINGSTAR AIRFIELD 
UPDATE

Morningstar, just 20 km north of Cape 
Town, has an active club,102 hangar sites 
and over 350 club members.  
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funding, is forced to squeeze every last 
drop of cash from their assets to fund 
budget shortfalls. However, the club hopes 
to report a successful reduction in the new 
rental to a fairer and more manageable 
level in the near future. 

On a positive note, it is great to see that 
even in these days of tough economic times 
and continuous stories of state capture and 
other depressing news, club members still 
get out there and fly. Most Saturdays the 
airfield is busy and the frequent fly-outs, 
often for breakfast on Saturday mornings, 
are well attended. Hangars, despite the 
city’s claims, are full of aircraft and there 
is no doubt that sport aviation is thriving at 
Morningstar Airfield.

The club is keenly aware of the 
privilege of flight and has a dynamic social 
responsibility programme which is alive and 
well. There are currently six development 
student members from the Sakhikamva 
Foundation learning to fly at the airfield 
flying school. Two have passed their PPLs 
and are now studying for their CPL. The 
others are PPL students. 

In addition, the club regularly hosts 
Air Scouts and it will again be holding its 
bi-annual ‘The Sky’s the Limit’ aviation fun 
charity day, which is taking place as this 

edition goes to print, on October 14, 2017. 
This is an opportune time to show city 
officials and local politicians that the flying 
community is indeed socially responsible 
and keen to spread the benefits of general 
aviation.

The club has some dynamic plans to 
expand its outreach programmes to bring 
flying to other communities of Cape Town, 
including a mentor programme to allow 
youngsters to become ‘hangar rats’ on a 
Saturday morning, where they can hang out 
at the airfield under the supervision of their 
appointed mentor and learn about aircraft, 
flying and how to clean aircraft properly with 
the odd flight thrown in too. This already 
happens informally and one of the long-
standing hangar rats, Johan Walden, is now 
well on his way to a PPL, having soloed in 
only 10 hours. A recent addition, 15-year-
old Richard Scott has ambitions to solo on 
his 16th birthday. In a sport populated by 
ageing pilots, this programme would seem 
to be a ‘no brainer’ to ensure the future of 
general aviation.

Morningstar Airfield offers anyone with 
a love of aviation or indeed even someone 
with only a piqued interest, a chance to mix 
with ordinary aviators in a friendly relaxed 
atmosphere. These aviators are only too 

happy to offer advice and information 
on how to participate in the sport, and 
may even offer a keen individual a flight 
experience. The club is open seven days a 
week, as is the fuel bay and flying school. 
Good food is available six days a week at 
the club café. 

Morningstar Airfield is located about 
20 km north of Cape Town, off the N7, 
Old Malmesbury Road, Vissershok. GPS 
S 33° 45’ 32” E 018° 32’ 54”. Browse the 
club website: www.wcmc.co.za for more 
information and contact details. 
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