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Dawn Patrol - The surveillance R44 in action crime-fighting over Johannesburg's suburbs.
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Ever since it’s humble beginning the 

helicopter has inspired and intrigued 

many; young and old. It has however been 

an expensive and exclusive contraption in 

which only a very small percentage of even 

the aviation fraternity could afford to fly. 

W
ITH many moving parts requiring complex, 
compact engineering, the helicopter’s 
development was always going to be costly, 
let alone the unit production costs and 
maintenance.

These were issues close to Frank Robinson’s heart when he 
had joined Cessna in the early 1950s as a young flight test engineer 
on Cessna’s Skyhook helicopter project. He was putting his nose in 
wherever he could to glean technological wizardry. Frank had a dream 
of building a light piston powered helicopter that would bring hovering 
within reach of the average American. 

Frank Robinson befriended Charles Seibel, who had stayed on 
at Cessna after the purchase of the Seibel Helicopter Company. 
Helicopters were new to Cessna, but not to Siebel. Turns out that the 
resultant Cessna CH1 Skyhook lived up to its promises, claiming the 
FAI Helicopter World Altitude Record in 1957 of 29,777 feet. At the 
time, it overtook the Sud Est Alouette II as the highest flying chopper, 

and to this day its record stands undefeated as a piston powered 
helicopter. 

Cessna had done valiantly, but the Skyhook project became 
too expensive for a firm that had no proven track record in the rotor 
wing arena.  Frank was taking notes and moved on to Kaman, then 
Bell and lastly Hughes Helicopters. With a string of successes in 
the engineering and design departments, he was well known for his 
exploits into anti-torque or tail rotor design. But as those around him 
worked their 9 to 5, he just couldn’t put his dream down. 

Eventually, Frank quit Hughes to start building his own low cost 
helicopter – the two-seat Robinson R22. Built in Frank’s garage, it 
was a humble beginning. The first flight was in 1975 in Frank’s hands. 
Surprisingly for many, it lifted off and all worked as expected. FAA 
certification followed in 1979 in the capable hands of Joseph John 
“Tym” Tymczyszyn, a veteran test pilot who, two decades earlier, had 
been part of the certification team of the  Boeing 707.

In 1990 the natural progression from the R22 followed: the R44, 
which is basically a larger R22 with two extra seats and a larger 
Lycoming O-540 engine. ‘Built light to fly right’, we always say. The 
design brief was exactly the same as for the R22; keep it efficient 
and cost effective. The materials and construction are largely 
conventional steel skinned and welded chromoly space frame with 
bonded aluminium honeycomb main rotor blades. Nothing new, just 
old school, slide rule computed fabrication.

Robinson revolutionised the light helicopter industry by 
standardizing the main component time to overhaul and life span 
to 2,000 flight hours or 12 years, whichever comes first. With many 
millions of fleet hours covered without failure, this figure was increased 
to 2200 flight hours or 12 years in 2012 with the endorsement of 
engine manufacturer Lycoming. This business philosophy means more 
predictable maintenance schedules for the owner and it has proven to 
be the cheapest way to operate and maintain a new helicopter. It is 

Ready go - Bidvest Protea Coin's, ZS-RGP 
is based, mission ready, at The Ultimate 
Heliport in Waterfall Midrand.
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around 60% less costly than its competitors. 
To date Robinson has produced over 12,000 
helicopters, making it the biggest producer of 
helicopters in history as well as the biggest 
single aircraft producer of the 21st century. 

Who would have thought? Actually, I think 
Frank did.

Some will ask why all piston Robinsons 
are not turbo or super charged? 

At the heart of the design philosophy of 
the R22 and R44 is efficiency for performance, 
and the longevity of engine life for safety. The 
power plant chosen for the R44 Raven II 
was the trusted, naturally aspirated de-rated 
300 hp Lycoming 540 unit popular in many 
fixed wing aircraft. This engine is able to 
produce around 400 hp in a turbocharged 
fixed wing application, but at the cost of fuel 
consumption and lifespan. 

Robinson de-rates the engine from 
its static 295 horse power to 205 hp for 
continuous use and a five minute 245 hp take 
off limit. This is accomplished by the pilot 
referencing a manifold pressure limit table 
accessible above his seat area. By limiting 
the engine according to the manifold pressure 
for a given density altitude, the engine 
output, or torque, can be restricted by the 
pilot’s collective control. The limitation being 
factored against density altitude increases 
the helicopter’s high altitude performance. If 
flown within these operational limits, it allows 
for some power margin in reserve, which is a 
big help for hot and high Highveld conditions.

FLYING THE ROBINSON R44

There really is no trickery to flying the 
Robinson R44. It is an honest simple ship. 

The walk around pre-flight is easily 
performed, from the pilot station on the right, 
clockwise around the aircraft. 

First stop is the rotor head inspection. 
The first thing you notice is that you need 
to use a combination of the rear seat and 
horizontal fire wall under the Aux fuel tank to 
climb your way up the tall rotor mast. A great 
design; the spinning blades are very far away 
from bystanders and passengers. 

The next inspection is the main gearbox 
driveshaft flex couplings and drive belts as 
you work your way to the tail. Its monocoque 

design allows for the Dural skin to be the only 
structure managing the tail loads, so it is light 
and strong. It’s one of the few components 
that last 4400 hours before overhaul. 

Going past the skinned tail feathers, you 
make your way to the tail rotor assembly. 
Interestingly, the aluminium teetering tail 
rotor spins in the opposite direction to the 
R22’s. The reason being that this allows the 

advancing tail rotor blade to push up into 
the main rotor’s down-wash, increasing its 
effectiveness. – Clever stuff.

After an engine oil level check on the 
port side, the prefight is complete, ready for 
start. Seat belts on, controls checked full and 
free. Master on, key onto both, fuel cutoff 
to full rich and a further turn clockwise for a 
short prime. Everything is close at hand. The 

The FLIR operator's console. ZS-RGP is 
restricted to just a pilot and operator.

Unique to South Africa - the FLIR turret is 
mounted on the left side of the R44 and 
not beneath its nose.
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priming is done by the auxiliary electric fuel 
pump. Good to know as Robinson added a 
second fuel pump to back up the engine’s 
mechanical diaphragm type fuel pump on the 
fuel injected Raven II. 

The electric fuel pump self-test happens 
automatically when the clutch switch is 
engaged on the ground. If the engine dies 
then you know that the mechanical fuel pump 
is likely at fault. 

Fuel mixture is returned to full lean and 
the engine cranked via the starter button on 
the end of the collective. Once the engine 
fires then mixture set to full rich.  

Run up is done at 70% engine RPM 
with a Mag check, followed by the RPM 
horn check at 97% and lastly throttle chop 
to check the sprag clutch operation. The 
performance tables above the pilot’s seat 
are then referenced to establish takeoff and 
continuous power settings in accordance with 
the all-important manifold pressure gauge. 

Prominent in the centre 
console is the FM Tactical 
communication system.

The FLIR system requires a skilled operator.
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Engine oil and cylinder head temperature 
are noted in the green arc. Hatches closed 
and we’re ready for take-off. 

The R44 uses an electronic servo engine 
governor to maintain constant main rotor 
RPM, limiting the normal pilot work load 
by controlling the throttle twist grip during 
normal flight. The governor actuates after 80 
% engine RPM and can be deactivated via a 
switch on the end of the collective lever.

All ground manoeuvres are done in a 
five foot hover. Once transitioning into wind, 
rotation speed is 40 knots. Nose position is 
then adjusted for a 60 knot climb attitude, 
all typical helicopter numbers. Due to the 
great power to weight ratio, the R44 has 
an impressive 1000-fpm-plus climb in most 
conditions. 

The R44 behaves predictably in 
autorotative decent. Normal speed is 65-70 
kts with the high inertia type rotors storing 
plenty of energy to absorb engine-off landings 
with relative ease. Descent speed is at 60 
knots following the typical height velocity 
vertical corridor to ensure a safe outcome if 
the donkey dies.

Performance wise, the R44 will skip along 
happily at over 100 kts with a 2.8 hour fuel 
endurance making it a popular choice for 

businessmen relying on the convenience of 
vertical lift. The useful payload of the R44 is 
compromised by a centre of gravity forward 
limit: typically two average adults (80 kg 
each) in the front seats and two smaller 
people in the rear seats. Fuel quantity can 
be limited to compensate for cabin loading 
weights, with baggage space limited to the 
four under-seat box areas. 

 ROBINSON R44 ZS-RGP

Bidvest Protea Coin acquired ZS-RGP 
virtually new from a private owner in the UK in 
2010. It is a standard R44 Raven II which we 
equipped as a Telstar platform with a number 
of modifications to use it in the security 
environment. 

The aircraft is equipped with a FLIR 
Systems U8500 XRT forward-looking infrared 
sensor ball. This is a Nitrogen cooled type 
sensor that runs at -197 degrees Celsius, 
which actively presents the operator with 
an environment picture with contrasts of 
temperature variation. The system uses a 
6-mode tracker on the isolated gyro stabilised 
ball, reducing the operator work load and thus 
enabling him to concentrate on other mission 
requirements. 

Imaging is monitored on an  

Aerocomputers NVG capable screen with 
multiple inputs for picture-in-picture style 
mapping. Targeting is taken care of with an 
invisible laser target designator on the ball 
that runs on the same plane as the imager, 
allowing the operator to light the target for 
night vision goggle operators covertly. 

A full communications suite, including 
a NAT TAC COM control head, allows the 
crew to communicate through VHF, UHF 
and GSM encrypted radios to keep all 
operators in the loop. Downlinking of the 
imager is done through a microwave downlink 
system providing imaging to vehicles and 
VR goggles equipped ground teams. This is 
complemented by a 3G low-latency feed to 
keep our Headquarters War Room up to date 
on field operations. 

The aircraft is limited to pilot and FLIR 
operator in the Restricted Category due 
to the modifications. The entire process of 
modification approval took five years, making 
this the only R44 with a side mounted FLIR 
Systems U8500 in the world. 

ZS-RGP is based, mission ready, at The 
Ultimate Heliport in Waterfall Midrand. Due 
to the system complexity only a handful of 
specially trained pilots operate the aircraft. 
A fuel bowser and motor home support the 

 The Bidvest Protea Coin surveillance heli patrolling past the Sandton skyline.
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ROBINSON 
R44 
RAVEN II  
SPECIFICATION:

CREW: 1 pilot plus 3 pax

PAYLOAD: 748 lb (340 kg)

LENGTH: 38 ft 3 in (11.65 m)

ROTOR DIAMETER: 33 ft (10.1 m)

HEIGHT: 10 ft 9 in (3.3 m)

EMPTY: 1450 lb (658 kg)

LOADED WEIGHT: 2500 lb (1134 kg)

FUEL CAPACITY: 175 litres usable

POWERPLANT: 1 Lycoming IO-540-AE1A5 fuel injected, 

295 bhp.

PERFORMANCE

MAXIMUM SPEED: 130 knots (240 km/h)

CRUISE SPEED: 110 knots (200 km/h)

RANGE: 300 nautical miles (560 km)

FUEL CONSUMPTION: 15 US gallons (57 litres) per hour

SERVICE CEILING: 14,000 ft (4,300 m) 
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helicopter, allowing it to be dispatched within 
hours to any environment where it may be 
needed.

CONCLUSION

Frank Robinson was right. He doggedly 
followed his dream while acquiring all the 
tools he needed along the way. There remains 
no easy way to success, but he pushed the 
hard yards to produce an oxymoron; a cheap 
helicopter, yet one that performs well. 

Thankfully he never compromised 
on safety. Robinson have a well-earned 
reputation of  changing designs and training 
to meet the demands of regulators around 
the world, making Robinson Helicopters 
leaders for pilots and owners safety. 

If the mainstream light helicopter 
manufacturers had listened to Frank and 
empowered his ideas, they wouldn’t be 
batting against him now. 

I owe my career to the humble R44. Its 
qualities have allowed me to fly more hours 
at a lower cost and to come home safely after 
every sortie. j



World’s Leading Producer of Civil Helicopters
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ENLEY Air based at Rand airport, Germiston has 
become Africa’s first aviation training organisation 
to operate a Bell 222 FNPT II flight simulator.

After two years of planning and preparation, 
Henley Air now offers a fully functional Bell 222 
SACAA approved FNPT II helicopter simulator 

approved for both the Bell 222B (retractable undercarriage version) 
and the Bell 222UT (utility version; has skids), for advanced twin-
engine helicopter training, CPL, ATP, IF, and multi-crew co-operation 
(MCC) training and recurrence training.

According to Dr. Andre Coetzee, CEO Henley Air, the Bell 222 
simulator was the perfect investment as Henley Air is one of the 
largest operators of Bell 222 helicopters in the world.  “We are now in 
a position to train our flight crews more cost effectively and are now 
in a position to offer third-party training on our simulator”, commented 
Dr. Coetzee.

Henley Air operates 10 Bell 222’s of which two are permanently 
configured to fly for the Netcare emergency medical services (EMS) 
and are on standby 24 hours a day.  The Bell 222, a twin-engine 
helicopter allows for night operations and night operations are further 
enhanced with the crew wearing Night Vision Goggles (NVG), one of 
only two such operators in South Africa.

Henley Air has established itself over the last 23 years as one of 
Africa’s leading helicopter charter and flight training companies in the 
aviation industry. 

What started out in 1995 as a dream has today grown into a 
major operation at Rand Airport, Johannesburg. The early years saw 
Henley AIr using one Bell JetRanger, today it provides their clients 
with a variety of single and multi-engine aircraft to meet their diverse 
requirements.

The majority of its fleet is owned and operated from their three 
hangars covering 7323 m2. 

Some of the many aviation services provided are:
• Helicopter charter services: tailored to suit any budget & 

requirement
• Airport transfers
• Scenic flights
• Photographic flights
• Helicopter “flipping” for events
• Helicopter Flight Training: Private Pilot’s License (PPL) Night 

Rating, Instrument Rating (IR) Commercial Pilots License 
(CPL), Sling & Winch Rating, Multi-crew Co-operation 

(MCC), Night Vision Imaging Systems (NVIS), single/multi-
engine type ratings.

· Two in-house Designated Flight Examiners (DFE) able to 
perform all license skills tests and revalidations

· Human Factors Training: Cockpit Resource Management (CRM) 
& Dangerous Goods (DG), Human Factors, Integrated safety, Quality 
Assurance Auditor, Safety Management Systems Courses

• Multi-engine helicopter simulator (FNPT II)
• Helicopter Emergency Medical Services (HEMS)
• Fire Fighting Services

WORLD’S FIRST BELL 
222 SIMULATOR LANDS 

AT HENLEY AIR

j

B222 Simulator.

B222 Cockpit.



Cloudburst a modern and reliable 

approach to aerial fire suppression. 

The 21st century features of the 

Cloudburst Fire bucket provide rapid 

dip filling, fast valve operation, foam 

bladders attachable to the wall of the 

bucket to keep chemical clear of your 

aircraft and global 24/7 spares and 

after sales support making the Cloud-

burst Fire bucket a wise investment.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS:
• Single or multi drop availability

• 24V or inline air compressor options available

• 200lt – 10 000lt capacities available

Go to our website to see our full line of products and fire bucket comparison tests.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US:
Heli-Tractor South Africa   

P:   +27  826 526 705
E:   helitractor@vodamail.co.za   |   W:  helitractor.co.za SA
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Significant noise reduction, 68% reduction over OEM blades.

Heli-Tractor are the Africa awarded agents.

Price – $ 14500 (per set)

NEW TO MARKET for BELL 206 JetRanger
• LongRanger STC imminent

• 5,000 hour time life, twice the life of standard OEM blades
• 30% lower hourly operating costs
• Corrosion resistant and impervious to saltwater
• Replaceable bushings and abrasion strips
• FAA and CASA STC approved

Composite Tail Rotor Blades
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é Overhaul / Shockload / Repair of  

Continental and Lycoming Aircraft 

engines ;

éOverhaul Engine; 

éComponents;

é Overhaul and supply of Hartzell / 

McCauley and Fix pitch Propellers 

FLIGHT SAFETY 
THROUGH MAINTENANCE 

Hangar no 4, Wonderboom Airport , Pretoria 
PO Box 17699, Pretoria North, 0116 • Tel: (012) 543 0948/51 • Fax: (012) 543 9447 • email: aeroeng@iafrica.com

AMO No: 227
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Aiden O’Mahony has recently joined 

the AEP team and has a tremendous 

following in the industry.

He has 40 years aviation experience, 

of which 36 are on propellers. Highly 

experienced on  Hartzell & McCauley 

props fitted to all engine types.

SEAMLESS 
INTEGRATED 
AIRCRAFT 
SALES 
SOLUTIONS

STARLITE AERO SALES
Office: (031) 571 6600
Mobile: (083) 324 8530
E-mail: klaraf@starliteaviation.com

www.starliteaviation.com
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Mobile: (083) 324 8530
E-mail: klaraf@starliteaviation.com

www.starliteaviation.com
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EXCELLENT VALUE FOR MONEY! 
Equipment: 9 Hole Panel; Dual Controls; 1 X King KY197A VHF transmitt er; 1 X King Transponder

1 X Garmin 150 GPS; Total Airframe Time: 2920.3
Price: R 2 300 000 + VAT

CONTACT: CORNE BURGER:   072 737 2209 | WILLIE JOUBERT:   082 560 2920
CORNE.BURGER1980@GMAIL.COM

 

1996 ROBINSON R44 ASTRO
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REAL VALUE – PRICE REDUCED FURTHER!!

International Dealer & Service provider for Robinson Helicopters in Namibia 
Contact person: Adri McDonald +264 812 166 910 OR Alex McDonald +264 811 286 821

Website: www.namagri.com

WE ARE THE OFFICIAL ROBINSON HELICOPTER AGENTS IN NAMIBIA. WE SELL NEW AND PRE-OWNED HELICOP-

TERS AND AEROPLANES. WE OFFER A ONE-ON-ONE CONSULTING SERVICE IN ADVISING THE BEST AIRCRAFT FOR 

YOUR NEEDS. WE ANALYSE YOUR REQUIREMENTS AND SEEK A SOLUTION. WE ARE AFFILIATED WITH SEVERAL 

WELL-ESTABLISHED DEALERSHIPS WORLDWIDE. WE PROMISE TO FIND YOU THE PERFECT AIRCRAFT EVERY TIME!
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Titan Helicopter Group

FROM UP HERE YOU’LL SEE THE WORLD DIFFERENTLY

SERVICES OFFERED:

› Oil and Gas Industry Support

› Disaster Relief (WFP + MSF)

› Salvage Operations

› Executive Charter

› Election Support

› Humanitarian Aid

› Fire Fighting

› Ship to Shore Services

› Emergency Medical Services

› Maintenance (AMO 0049)

› AW139’s
› S76 Series
› S61-N

› Mi8
› Embraer 145
› Convair

WORLDWIDE OPERATIONS OF:

OPERATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
George, Western Cape    |    +27 44 878 0453    |    info@thghelicopters.com

OTHER OPERATIONAL BASES
George Airport: +27 44 876 9037/39    |    Oranjemund: +264 6323 7770

Cape Town International: +27 21 936 4400    |    Brazil: +55 21 3554-3190
Malaysia: +60 19 858 5439    |    Nigeria: +234 909 392 8722

www.titanhelicopters.com
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Titan Helicopters

Court Offshore

Indwe Aviation

Costa Do Sol Taxi Aereo

Helitrans Helicopters

Rotorwing Malaysia
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DALLAS AIRMOTIVE

Dallas Airmotive and H+S Aviation deliver 
OEM-authorised turbine engine maintenance, 
repair and overhaul services and support 
to the aviation industry backed by more 
than 80 years of experience. The companies 
have established a Global Engine Services 
(GES) network that provides comprehensive 
services for engines powering 80% of the 
world’s business and general aviation (B&GA) 
aircraft and 55% of rotorcraft fleets. For 
helicopter operators, GES supports various 
levels of engine MRO for the following: Pratt 
& Whitney Canada PT6B, PT6T, PW200 
and PW210 engines, Rolls-Royce M250 and 
RR300 engines, and General Electric (GE) 
CT7 and T700 engines. 

The GES network includes engine 
MRO centers in Dallas, TX and Portsmouth, 
UK, as well as 10 regional turbine centres 
around the world. Additionally, the F1RST 
SUPPORT field service organisation provides 
rapid response and high capability on-site 
repair and inspection services. The Global 
Engine Services network also includes two 
companies, International Turbine Service 
(ITS) and Barrett Turbine Engine Company 
(BTEC), that specialise in turbine engine and 

parts sales, as well as an accessory repair and 
overhaul company, International Governor 
Services (IGS). For more information, please 
visit DallasAirmotive.com, HSaviation.co.uk, 

InternationalTurbineService.com, 
 BarrettTurbineEngine.com or 
InternationalGovernor.com.

M AND N ACOUSTIC SERVICES (PTY) 

LTD

M and N Acoustic Services (Pty) Ltd 
performs SANAS accredited calibrations on 
acoustic, human vibration, vibration and DC/
LF measuring equipment.

The laboratory operates according to the 
ISO/IEC 17025:2005 Specification for the 
competence of calibration laboratories and 
also according to the requirements of the 
South African National Accreditation System 
(SANAS).

They do accredited calibration on 
acoustic and vibration measuring equipment 
and/or transducers, and certificates with 
usable results for the end user (user specified 
points).

Our electrical calibration capabilities 
include but are not limited to:

• Handheld and bench meters 
(analogue and digital) up to 6 ½ 
digits

• Thermocouple and RTD 
Thermometers (simulation)

• Process Calibrators (mA and Volt 
source and measure)

• Data Loggers
• Strip and Chart Recorders
• Watt Meters
• Current Clamps and Clamp Meters
• Panel Meters
• High Pots - Insulation Testers
• Power Supplies
• Graphical multimeters
• Calibrates a wide variety of electrical 

test equipment
• Resistance calibrator (decade box), 

capacitance meters. Loop Testers, 
Earth resistance Testers

Contact M and N Acoustic Services on:
Tel: 012-689-2007/8
Email: admin@mnacoustics.co.za

M & N Acoustic 

Services (Pty) Ltd

QUOTATIONS 

ON REQUEST

We perform SANAS certi fi cati ons on all your: 
Acousti cs ( eg. CEL 350 ) 

Vibrati on ( eg. Rion VA -11) 
Human Vibrati on ( eg. Quest Hav Pro) 

Electrical DC/LF Equipment – inhouse or on site
(eg. Fluke Multi meters, Insulati on Testers) 

Contact: Rashid Snyders
Tel: 012 689 2007  I  Cell: 076 920 3070 

Email: admin@mnacoustics.co.za
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SANAS Accredited Laboratory 1302 & 148



Heli-Afrique

Hangar 56, 10 Viking Way, Rand Airport
Tel: 011 827 8632     n Tino: 083 458 2172     n Office: 083 446 0066

Email: technical@heli-afrique.co.za  and info@heli-afrique.co.za

 

We specialise in general helicopter maintenance, upgrades, modifi cations, repairs, interior and exterior refurbishment.

 
• SA341

• AS350/ 355 series

• EC120/130/135 series

• BO105 series

•  McDonald Douglas

• Robinson R22/R44

• Hagarage service available

 

First and second line maintenance on Turbomecca, Allison and Lycoming engines.

 CAA approvals : SACAA # 830, Republic of Zambia, Zimbabwe and Lesotho

 

HELI AFRIQUE – WE HAVE 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE BUSINESS.
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SKY-TECH

Sky-Tech ground equipment has more than 30 years’ experience 
in design, and manufactures ground handling wheels, helicopter 
dollies, tow bars and towing tugs for all types of helicopters.

We specially design the wheels to be rugged for Africa.
We convert hydraulically operated wheels to mechanically 

operated wheels on the Eurocopter and Bell helicopter range.
We also represent Aces Balancing Equipment from Knoxville 

Tennessee USA.
With the equipment Shy-Tech does propeller balance, helicopter 

track and balance, and engine vibration. It is the approved equipment 
for: CFE Company, General Electric, Honeywell, McCauley Propellers, 
Pratt & Whitney Canada, Robinson Helicopter Company, Rolls-Royce, 
Allison, Williams International and Turbomeca.

We provide on the job training and consulting on the equipment 
and on all balancing.

The equipment is designed to be rugged and user friendly for 
aircraft maintenance engineers, giving fast solutions, saving time and 
flying costs. 

For more information, contact Sky-Tech on:
Tel: 082 720 5210
Email: sky-tech@telkomsa.net

STARLITE AVIATION GROUP

STARLITE AVIATION GROUP is a multi-faceted aviation company, 
offering a range of helicopter and fixed-wing services on a worldwide 
basis; delivered to the highest quality and safety standards without 
exception or compromise. With mission-ready aircraft configured for 
multi-task operations on 24/7 standby, a successful sales and charter 
division, and a world-renowned pilot training academy, all supported 
by a world class maintenance organisation, makes Starlite a fully 
integrated supplier for all your aviation requirements.

Starlite Aviation Operations - experts at ensuring rapid deployment 
to remote areas across the globe. Services include: medevac, 
emergency rescue and relief work, oil and gas, mining support, 
firefighting, passenger and cargo transportation, surveillance, pipe and 
powerline inspection and antipoaching

Starlite Aviation Training Academy boasts an impressive fleet of 
helicopter and fixed-wing aircraft, FNPT II simulators and a dedicated 
core of highly experienced instructors. 

Starlite Aero Sales offers a wide range of new and pre-owned 
aircraft, approved dealers for Robinson, Guimbal Helicopters, MD 
Helicopters, The Airplane Factory, Elite Simulator and David Clark.

Starlite Maintenance has a team of highly experienced engineers 
that maintain our entire fleet of aircraft to SACAA/EASA/FAA standards 
as well as bring an authorised Robinson and Guimbal service centre 
for third party maintenance.

For more information:  www.starliteaviation.com
Contacts:
Starlite Aviation Operations
Fiona McCarthy: +27 82 552 3813
fionam@starliteaviation.com

Starlite Aero Sales
Klara Fouché : +27 83 324 8530
klaraf@starliteaviation.com

Starlite Maintenance
Emmanuel Mhungu: +27 82 402 7117
emmanuelm@starliteaviation.com

Starlite Aviation Training Academy
Klara Fouché : +27 83 324 8530
klaraf@starliteaviation.com

Student Enquiries
Claire Bang +27 63 253 1900
train@starliteaviation.com

Starlite Charters
Jen de Lange +27 82 977 1847
charters@starliteaviation.com
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Ground Handling Wheels
Contact : Heinz

Tel : +27 (0) 11 973 4443
Cell: 082 720 5210

Email: sky-tech@telkomsa.net
www.sky-tech,za.com
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Following a management buyout in August 2001, Placo Engine Division became known as APCO Engine 

Division. Spear headed by Tony Rodrigues and Henk Joubert this engine shop has spread its wings. 

APCO has full in-house capacity to do all the required work on Lycoming and Continental engines.    

APCO has an NDT facility, machine shop, component division, hose shop, Aluminium welding and       

Cadmium plating capability, engine division and engine bench testing facilities.

On request, various mods or STCs can be carried out. NTC engine balancing and porting and              

corrosion protective applications are available, ranging from polyurethane base paints to the more 

durable  external ceramic coatings. APCO is also an Engine and Component Certified Centre as well as 

an approved MT Governor Service Station.

All personnel are qualified and have had the appropriate training either locally, or at the factory. 

APCO prides itself in giving the best customer service, workmanship and value as far as reciprocating          

engines are concerned. This with their turn key service and written warranties makes them an obvious 

first choice when engine overhauls, repairs, mods etc are to be carried out.

Contact APCO on Tel: +27 12 543 0775 / 543 0181, 

or Email: tonyrodrigues@mweb.co.za / henkjoubert@mweb.co.za 

DART AERONAUTICAL
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600

GFC 
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Garmin 
Autopilot 
Options

New 
Garmin 
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Series

Pieter Viljoen +27 83 652 4421 pieterviljoen@mweb.co.za
Jaco Kelly +27 84 498 4916 jacokelly@mweb.co.za
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Building on the success of Dart Aeronauti cal and M&D Aircraft  Electrical, 

Dart Aircraft  Electrical opened its doors in January 2015.

Dart Aircraft  Electrical (DAE) took over from M&D and has acquired all M&Ds 

test and bench equipment, thereby maintaining M&Ds capabiliti es.

DAE has also retained the services of M&Ds Matt hew Joubert, and is 

therefore well-equipped to cater to all aircraft  electrical requirements. 

Matt hew has over 17 years’ experience and brings a high degree of 

professionalism to the aircraft  electrics trade. He specialises in fuel pumps, 

magnetos, alternators and starters.

Sharing the premises with Dart Aeronauti cal, DAE is located on the ground 

fl oor of Aeronauti cal House at Rand Airport. 

DAE is able to sell, overhaul, service and repair the following:

• Starters

• Alternators

• Fuel Pumps

• Magnetos

• Strobe Boxes

• Aircraft  electrical wiring installati on and repairs

• Electronic components

SA FLYER EXTENDS AN APOLOGY TO 
CENTURY AVIONICS, LAST MONTH A FEW 
GREMLINS CREPT INTO OUR SYSTEM AND 
WE PLACED AN OUTDATED COMPANY 
PROFILE ON CENTURY AVIONICS.

 
CENTURY AVIONICS is celebrating 41 years in business this 
year and is located at Lanseria International Airport. We specialise in 
general aviation avionics for fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft together 
with handheld units and headsets. 

Century Avionics will be exhibiting at several events this year 
including Nampo, Aero SA, Presidents Trophy Air Race and the regular 
airshows. We are excited to announce that Nampo for the first time 
will have a Pilot Refreshment Area on the Nampo Airfield for all pilots 
and their clients flying with them sponsored by Century Avionics, Bose 
and Garmin.

We offer a wide range of general aviation avionic solutions, 
including cockpit upgrades. We excel in Avionics Sales/Marketing, 
Installations, Repairs/Maintenance, Support and Certification, making 
us a one-stop avionic shop.  We are also an in- and out of warranty 
service centre for Bose, David Clark and Lightspeed headsets.

We are approved dealers for a host of avionics manufacturers 
(Garmin, Honeywell, Avidyne, McMurdo ELT, Genesys Aerosystems 
and many others) and constantly aim to offer our valued customers 
the widest range of products and capabilities. Longstanding customers 
attest to our professional commitment, and fast and friendly service. 

Our AMO and Design Organisation is approved in South Africa, 
Botswana, Kenya, Namibia, Malawi and Zimbabwe. Century NAVCOM, 
our Design Organisation, along with our qualified and experienced 
Certification Department, will assist with Avionics STC Application/
Development and/or Modification Approvals.

Please contact us for all your avionic requirements.
Tel: +27 11 701 3244 | E-mail: sales@centuryavionics.co.za | 

Website: www.centuryavionics.co.za 

CENTURY AVIONICS 
- EXCELLENCE IN AVIONICS

mailto:sales@centuryavionics.co.za
http://www.centuryavionics.co.za

