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T
HERE is no doubt that 
there is a shortage of 
pilots, particularly in 
the US, where regional 
carriers have had to cut 
flights because there 
simply weren’t enough 

pilots to fly their planes. The trouble is, 
the newly minted commercial pilot doesn’t 
fit the mould of the right-hand seat on an 
airliner. In the US, a First Officer at an 
airline is required to have 1,500 hours 
flight time and a bachelor’s degree in 
aircraft operations, aviation, aeronautical 
engineering, or a related field. Elsewhere, 
it’s a little less stringent. A quick internet 
search shows A320 First Officer (FO) 
jobs in Hong Kong requiring at least a 
frozen ATPL, 1,000 hours total time, and 
500 hours on aircraft weighing more than 
10,000 kg. New Zealand has FO jobs on 
the Bombardier Dash 8 open to pilots with 
a minimum of 700 hours, along with some 
other type and weight requirements. 

Back on SA soil, some of the smaller 
regional carriers and charters are accepting 
applications from multi-engine, instrument 
rated commercial pilots with as few as 500 
hours total time – and you might be able to 
whittle that down a little more if you hold a 
useful type rating, such as a 1900 or C208.

But, the problem is, at this level, there 
is an abundance of pilots and a shortage 
of jobs. Employers can take their pick. 
The shortage instead is for the pilot who 
has well-worn, four-stripe epaulets – the 
experienced direct-entry Captains, who can 
train and mentor First Officers.

Back to that coveted FO position that 
marks the beginning of a life in the airlines. 

To get the benchmark 1,500 hours, at 
which point you have a pretty good shot 
at an airline job, requires considerable 
investment and time – around one million 
Rand, and experience flying charters. 

Is the investment worth it?
Boeing’s and Airbus’s combined aircraft 

backlog is over 12,000, and the projection 
over the next 20 years is for over 40,000 
commercial airliners. Thus, there is going to 
be an extraordinary demand for people to 
fly and maintain aeroplanes.

Between now and 2036, Boeing 
reckons the aviation industry will need 
to supply more than two million new 
commercial airline pilots, maintenance 
technicians, and cabin crew. The number 
of pilots and engineers is roughly equal at 
650,000 in each field, while the demand 
for cabin crew is around 840,000. And the 
forecast demand for pilots is increasing. 
The 2017 outlook shows an increase of 3.2 
percent for pilots over the 2016 outlook. 

As personnel demand increases, the 
aviation industry will need to find innovative 
solutions to keep pace with training 
requirements. Traditionally the air forces 
supplied a steady stream of pilots to the 
airlines, supplemented by private training, 
but the air force stream in many parts 
of the world has dried up considerably. 
At the current rate of pilots entering the 
profession, there won’t be enough around 
to fly the planes.

Talk of a pilot shortage has been echoing around 
flight school hangars for years, yet there is still an 
abundance of qualified commercial pilots looking for 
work. A look at Boeing’s latest 20-year pilot forecast 
should give aspiring airline pilots some hope. 

Pilot Shortage a Reality?

training feature
Words: Graeme Wuth

With 40,000 planes 
expected to be delivered 

in the next 20 years, more 
spaces are going to open 

up in the cockpit. 
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The dominant worldwide trend at 
present to fill the pilot shortage is to source 
pilots from outside their home locations. 
Thus, we hear of experienced pilots leaving 
SA for jobs in the Middle East and Asia. But 
this is not sustainable, and sooner or later, 
airlines or regions are going to have to train 
their own pilots. In regions where demand 
is strongest, this is already the case, where 
airlines are increasingly seeking to recruit, 
train, and develop locally sourced pilots. For 
example, Emirates Flight Training Academy 
has recently opened a training facility in 
Dubai, able to accommodate over 600 
students at a time. The training centre will 
initially focus on cadets in Emirates’ existing 
National Cadet Pilot Training Programme 
for UAE nationals. In the coming years, 
however, the Academy intends welcoming 
international cadet pilots. In Africa, its little 
surprise that the only airline that is heavily 
investing in its future pilots is Ethiopian 
Airlines – it’s Africa’s largest and one of the 
continent’s most profitable airlines. Their 
Aviation Academy cadet programme is, 
however, geared towards Ethiopian citizens.

South Africa has had cadet 
programmes in the past, operated by SA 
Express, SAA, Comair and others, but 
these have been discontinued. Hopeful 
pilots without access to funding can apply 
for bursaries from institutions such as the 
Transport Education Training Authority 
(TETA), and banks do offer loans for 
commercial pilot licences, but they aren’t 
easy to get. 

So, in South Africa, the path to the 
right-hand seat of an airline, for the most 
part, continues to follow the well-worn route 
of relying on passion and determination, 
and finding whatever work you can – or 
if you are lucky getting money from your 
parents – to fund this passion and slowly 

climbing the ladder. 
A more direct route to the airlines 

offered by certain flight schools in South 
Africa is the Integrated ATPL programme, 
on completion of which, you receive 
a Frozen ATPL with multi-engine and 
instrument rating, plus a Jet MCC, or multi-
crew co-operation, licence endorsement 
at airline level. It is designed specifically 
for airline career pilots. As such, it doesn’t 
require the student to initially qualify as a 
private pilot, and streamlines the training by 
integrating and favouring simulator training 
on larger aircraft. It’s a faster track, but still 
requires substantial investment.

Whichever path you choose, the good 
news is that if you hang in long enough, 
your skills are going to be in high demand 
– even more so if you are prepared to live 
abroad. Boeing forecasts that, over the next 
20 years, the Asia Pacific region will lead 
the worldwide growth in demand for pilots, 
with a requirement for 253,000 new pilots. 
North America will require 117,000, Europe 
106,000, the Middle East 63,000, Latin 

America 52,000, Africa 24,000 and Russia 
22,000. 

In terms of training, in South Africa we 
are spoilt, and many of our busiest flight 
schools are training international students. 
We have some of the best flying conditions 
in the world and there are still plenty of 
professional flight schools to choose from. 
Although it’s a demanding career, nearly 
all professional pilots agree that they have 
never worked a day in their lives. According 
to airline captain, instructor and SA Flyer 
columnist, Mike Gough, “If you have the 
aptitude and the determination, go and get 
that loan. It will be worth it.”

ABOVE - The shortage at present is for 
experienced direct-entry Captains.

BELOW - Pilots prepared to live abroad will 
have the best chances of finding a seat in the 
airlines. 
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WE NOW 
OFFER 

TAILWHEEL TRAINING & AEROBATIC TRAINING

LEARN TO FLY WITH USFROM NPL THROUGH TO CPL

Dale de Klerk
Cell: +27825563592    Fax: 0866058948

Skype: dale_de_klerk
Email: dale@alpiaviation.co.za 

 

Charters, Jet Charter, 
Medic Vac & 

Air Ambulance

We Off er
Private Pilot Licence ● Commercial Pilot Licence 
● Airline Transport Pilot Licence ● Night Rati ng 

● High performance aircraft  type rati ng
 ● Instrument Rati ng ● Multi -engine aircraft  conversions and 

helicopter training as well. 

Contact details: info@flywftc.com / 
pilots@flywftc.com                  
Tel: +264 61 238191                     

web: www.flywftc.net
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Kishugu Aviation Training Organisation  - Come fly with us
“looking forward to positive growth”

T
his is the prediction of the 
confident head of the ATO, 
Carel van der Merwe, 
reflecting on the five years of 
success they have achieved 
since opening their doors 

at their base at the Nelspruit Airfield 
(Mbombela) in Mpumalanga. Kishugu ATO 
forms part of Kishugu Holdings, which is 
a global company, working for the greater 
good.

Their most recent achievement was 
the training to Private Pilot’s Licence 
qualification of nine women pilots selected 
by the South African Police Service. They 
will join an elite group of pilots for the SAPS 
Air Wing. All these pilots will go on to train 

for their Commercial Pilot’s Licence at the 
ATO.

“We have a lot to be proud of,” says 
Carel, “but our future begins today, and we 
are hungry for even more success.”

The Kishugu ATO offers students 
flight training from pupil, to private pilot 
and commercial certification. Students 
can study full-time or part-time at this 
academy. Carel says, “We structure our 
courses around our clients’ needs and 
time frames. We are open to local and 
international students for our training, which 
is acknowledged as equal to the best pilot 
training anyone can get.”

The ATO offers both young and older 
aspiring pilots a chance to graduate with 
a South African Civil Aviation Authority 
(SACAA) recognised Private Pilot’s Licence 
(PPL) or Commercial Pilot’s Licence, 
qualifying them for recreational flying or a 
career in aviation. The opportunity is also 
there to work for Kishugu, which is a global 
entity. 

You might wonder what makes Kishugu 
Aviation Training Organisation the preferred 
training facility. Carel explains that they take 

pride in the excellence of their successful 
training methods. “We provide our clients 
with high quality flight training and all the 
practical experience they require to qualify 
for a career in commercial aviation. Some 
areas of our training take place at KMIA.”

Because Working on Fire forms part of 
Kishugu, we regularly ferry aircraft across 
South Africa, enabling our PPL pilots to 
build ‘free’ hours towards their CPL.

The Kishugu ATO is staffed by some of 
the most experienced and respected pilot 
trainers in the country.

The ATO has the capacity to train 25 
students a year to join the 250 pilots, many 
from Mozambique, Swaziland, India and 
European countries who have already 
qualified.

“Come fly with us and join us in looking 
forward to a great successful year of 
positive growth,” Carel concluded.

For further information contact 
Naranda Leeuwner, Divisional Manager 
Communication:

Tel: 072 447 5968
Email: naranda.leeuwner@kishugu.com
Website: www.kishugu.com

The Kishugu Aviation 
Training Organisation (ATO) 
is looking forward to a great 
year of positive growth, 
despite difficult global 
economic conditions in 
South Africa.

j
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SIMULATOR TRAINING ON A 
SIMUFLIGHT ME/SE FNPT2 

CAA CERTIFIED TRAINER

Training Fleet

Cessna 152 ‒ C152
Piper Archer 2 ‒ P28A
Piper Arrow 2 ‒ P28R
Baron 58 ‒ BE58
Tecnam ‒ PO6T
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Live your dream… 
Become a pilot!
TRAINING INCLUDES:
• Pilot License
• Night Rating
• Instrument Rating
• Hire & Fly
• Multi-Engine Rating
• Commercial Pilot  License
• Simulator
• Airline Transport Pilot License
• Radio License
• Initial Jet/Turbine Rating 

www.thompsonaviation.co.za
Contact details: Tel: +27 12 753 5580  |  Cell: +27 83 539 2038
E-mail: michelle@thompsonaviation.co.za  |  robbie@thompsonaviation.co.za
Address: Hangars S1, Wonderboom National Airport, Pretoria
Thompson Aviation
 

JOIN OUR AVIATION 
FAMILY TODAY!!

SA
 Fl

ye
r 2

01
7|

09

training feature



105   SA Flyer Magazine

SA
 Fl

ye
r 2

01
6|

09

STELLENBOSCH FLYING CLUB

Tel: +27 (0) 21 880 0294
www.stelfly.co.za     school@stelfly.co.za

ATO 0053 - Stellenbosch Airfield, Strand Road, Stellenbosch

BECOME A PILOT 

• Private Pilot Licence (PPL)  
• Night Rating  
• Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL) 
• Instrument Rating (IR) 
• Flight Instructor Rating  
• Multi-engine Class Rating     
• Airline Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL)  
• Radio Licence Course (Restricted/General)
• Conversion Training
• Renewals 
• Simulator FNPT II SE & ME 
• Hour Building
•  SACAA Approved Examination Centre  (PPL, 

Night Rating & Flight Instructor Ratings Only)

One-stop pilot training facility in the Cape Town area that offers a full spectrum of ground and flight training 
from PPL to ATPL with its own multi-engine aircraft and state-of-the-art FNPT-II ME and SE simulator.
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STELLENBOSCH FLYING CLUB
Tel: +27 (0) 21 880 0294                          

www.stelfly.co.za     school@stelfly.co.za
ATO 0053 - Stellenbosch Airfield, Strand Road, Stellenbosch

Simulator FNPT II SE & ME
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ALPI AVIATION
Not ‘just another’ flying academy
A childhood dream and a great 

passion for all things aviation led to the 
founding of this company. Alpi Aviation 
is headed by avid aviation enthusiast, 
Dale de Klerk, who is an accomplished 
hang-glider, microlight, glider and fixed-
wing pilot. 

Dale has won several regional 
and national competitions, becoming 
world Rally Flying Champion in 2003. 
Dale also earned his Springbok Flying 
colours in Rally and Precision flying from 
1995 through to 2004, and continues 
to challenge his considerable aviation 
capabilities in a wide range of aviation 
techniques, styles and aircraft.

Alpi Aviation was established after 
the demand arose for an accredited 
training organisation to cater for those 
who don’t want to be ‘just another pilot’. 
The intention was to build an accredited 
flight school, certified to CAA standards, 
using experienced instructors with 
an ethos of respect toward all their 
students. 

At Alpi Aviation, we value the 
individuality of each student, and we will 
do our utmost to hone their capabilities 
and enhance their passion. No one 
is ‘just another student pilot’. It is with 
this credo in mind that we invite you to 
personally experience how our broad 
background of solid aviation experience 
and expertise can take your flying career 
to new heights.

Contact Alpi Aviation on:
Tel: +27 82 556 3592
Email: dale@alpiaviation.co.za 
Website: www.alpiaviation.co.za

AVCON JET AFRICA FLIGHT 
SCHOOL AND CHARTER COMPANY

Avcon Jet Africa is a leading 
provider of Flight training, executive 
air charter and personalised travel 
services. 

With Avcon Jet Group operations 
setup in Grand Central Airport, New 
Road, Midrand, South Africa, they offer 
a global strategy for connecting their 
clients to every corner of the world. 

The group manages a substantial 
fleet of modern, comprehensively 
equipped, luxuriously appointed small 
to ultra-long range aircraft, which are 
under full technical and operational 
management. 

With an internal ATO, Avcon Jet 
delivers world class flight training, from 
PPL-ATPL. The training fleet consist 
of C172s (G1000 equipped), Piper 
Warriors, twin aircraft and single/multi 
engine in-house simulator, approved for 
King Air 200 training.

The company also offers a start to 
finish service for the sale and acquisition 
of new and pre-owned aircraft. The 
local knowledge from each continent 
that comes with having sales offices 
in Chicago, Vienna and Johannesburg 
enhances their network capability 
greatly for Off-Market aircraft.

Tel: +27 11 312 5676
Email: office@avconjet.co.za
Website: www.avconjet.com | www.

avconjet.training

BIRD AVIATION
Bird Aviation is a vibrant owner-

operated flight school based out of 
Vereeniging Airport. 

Ideal for training, Vereeniging 
Airport has uncongested airspace, 
ample facilities and close proximity 
to the training areas, which minimise 
wasted time and maximise learning.

Bird Aviation is accredited by 
SACAA for the following courses, 
licences and ratings: PPL, CPL, Night 
rating, Instrument rating, Instructor 
ratings, Multi engine and ATPL Prep. For 
those looking for something a little less 
ordinary, Bird Aviation offers aerobatic 
into flights and courses on our Alpha 
160

We additionally hold approvals for 
English Language Proficiency testing, 
Restricted and General Radio Licences 
and an approved PPL test centre.

Our fleet includes:
• Piper Cherokees
• Cessna 172
• Beechcraft travelair (multi)
• Piper Arrow

mailto:dale@alpiaviation.co.za
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THE ALGOA FLYING CLUB Give your 
career in 
aviation a 

great start!
CAA accredited flight training facility

• PPL, CPL and ATPL 
• Night Rating       
• Instrument Rating
• Multi Engine Rating
• Instructor Rating
• Airvan Conversions
• Revalidations
• 5 Year SACAA ATC Certificate
• Elite S812 FNPT II Simulator
• PPL Exam Test Centre
• English Language Proficiency
• Radio Telephony Proficiency
• Pilot Shop
• Club Facilities     
• Friendly and Professional

TRAINING PILOTS FOR 
MORE THAN 60 YEARS

Tel: +27 41 581 32 74        

Fax: +27 41 581 5646

e-mail: info@algoafc.co.za

PO Box 5680 

Port Elizabeth 6065 

South Africa

CONTACT US

CAA 0091

www.algoafc.co.za
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Advanced 
Training For General 

Aviation Pilots

FNPT II Simulator Training
· Instrument Training (CPL/IFR/ATP)
· Annual IFR Revalidations (ME & SE)
· Grade I & II Instructor Revalidations
· Maintenance of IFR Recency
· Initial Multi-engine Class Training

2017 Ground School (CPL/IF)
From Monday 18 September 2017
until Friday 24 November 2017

Venue: SFA Stellenbosch Airfi eld
Time: 5pm to 9pm (Weekdays)

- All our Instructors are highly experienced ex-airline captains
- In-house DFE to conduct Skills Tests or book your own DFE
- Instructors with students from other schools are also welcome

NEW 
DATES

ATO CAA/0219

Stellenbosch Flight Academy

Tel: (021) 880 0227
Email: info@simfl ight.co.za
Website: www.simfl ight.co.za 
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• Sling 2
• FNPT II simulator
• Piper Colt
Bird Aviation is your training school of 

choice in the southern Gauteng region.
Contact us on: 
Tel: 016 5561007
Email: info@birdaviation.co.za 
Website: www.birdaviation.co.za
Facebook: @birdaviationsa

CAPE TOWN FLIGHT TRAINING 
CENTRE 

Operating at Fisantekraal airfield since 
2003, Cape Town Flight Training Centre 
(CTFTC) is Cape Town’s Premier fixed-wing 
pilot training establishment. 

Fisantekraal is unique to the area in 
providing an excellent weather record, a 
safe learning environment and multiple 
runways at a location which allows 
immediate access to the General Flying 

Area and Cape Town International Airport 
controlled airspace.  

CTFTC is a one-stop-shop on the path 
to the issue of all SACAA aircrew licences 
and ratings, up to and including the ‘frozen’ 
ATPL.  

CTFTC operates only certified aircraft 
types. Our fleet currently consists of nine 
aircraft including four Diamond DA-20 
Eclipse ab-initio trainers, three IF equipped 
Piper Warriors, a Piper Arrow for Complex 
training and a Piper Seneca for multi-
engine training. Instrument flying training is 
also available on the cost efficient FNPT-1 
and FNPT-2 simulators.   

Our Instructors have undergone 
CTFTCs exclusive four to six-month long 
teacher-training programme. Experienced 
airline pilot/instructors and examiners are 
also part of our team to ensure that we 
produce pilots who are in tune with the 
industry from the very first day of their 
new career. You are welcome to visit our 
facilities and book an introductory lesson.

Contact CTFTC on: 

Tel: 021 976 7053 Cell: 084 440 7922
Email: admin@cape-town-flying.co.za 
Website: www.cape-town-flying.co.za

CENTRAL FLYING ACADEMY
“Where your Dreams take Flight”
Central Flying Academy has been 

training future young pilots for the past 16 
years and was responsible for the ab initio 
training for the South African Air Force for 
three years, so they are extremely well 
equipped and experienced in fixed-wing 
training.

Training is available seven days a week, 
starting with Private Pilot Licence (PPL) 
through to Airline Transport Pilot Licence 
(ATP). 

CFA has developed its own commercial 
pilot training notes that have an excellent 
reputation in the aviation industry. 

An SACAA approved Flight Training 
Simulator (FNPT II) is available for initial 

mailto:admin@cape-town-flying.co.za
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Remote  Pilot  Licence  Training    
Make  this  exciting  industry  part  of  your  future  !!  

Remotely  Piloted  Aircraft  Systems,  commonly  referred  to  as  "Drones",  
have  become  part  of  our  daily  lives  &  created  an  explosion  of  career  and    

industry  opportunities,  and  grow  daily  !  
  

Why  not  consider  becoming  an  RPL  pilot  and  contact  Cranfield  to  Aviation  to  find  
out  more  about  our  RPL  Theory  &  Practical  Course  offering.  

  

Whether  you  are  considering  this  as  a  career  for  the  near  future,  or  wish  to  become  
                an  accredited  pilot  immediately,  join  us  on  our  next  course  
                as  you  enter  this  dynamic  industry  and  skilled  profession.  

  

Visit  us  our  website  :            www.cranfield.co.za  
                     www.dragonflydrone.co.za  
Give  us  a  call     -  Office  hours  :      (  011  )  708  2588  
Mobile      -  Rick  :         083  269  4186    
  

Or  mail  us  at  info@cranfield.co.za  for  more  information  or  to  make  a  booking.  
 

  

Our  Training  Facility  has  been  operational  for  18  years  and  
trained  thousands  of  Aviation  personnel  who  have  gone  on  to  
become  successful  professionals  in  their  respective  fields  

within  Aviation.  
  

2018  course  prices  will  be  advised  on  request  
Current  fees  :  
  

(  7  Day  )  Theory  :      R  12  600.00  ex  VAT,  incl  Restricted  Radio,  English  Proficiency,  all    
            instruction  material  and  daily  Lunch  !  
  
  

(  6  Day  )  Practical  :     R  10  250.00  ex  VAT,  and  includes  your  DFE  Skills  Test.  
  
(  3  Day  Theory  )  for  Flight  Crew  License  Holders  :     -  R  5  400.00  ex  VAT    

Remote Pilot Licence Training 
Make this exciting industry part of your future !!

Our Training Facility has been operational for 18 years and trained thousands of Aviation personnel 
who have gone on to become successful professionals in their respective fields within Aviation.

Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems, commonly referred to as "Drones", have become part of our daily lives & created an explosion of career and 
industry opportunities, and grow daily!

Why not consider becoming an RPL pilot and contact Cranfield Aviation to find out more about our RPL Theory & Practical Course offering.

Whether you are considering this as a career for the near future, or wish to become an accredited pilot immediately, join us on our next course as you 
enter this dynamic industry and skilled profession.

2018 COURSE PRICES WILL BE ADVISED ON REQUEST
CURRENT FEES:

(7 Day) Theory : R 12 600.00 ex VAT, incl Restricted Radio, English Proficiency, all instruction material and daily Lunch!

(6 Day) Practical: R 10 250.00 ex VAT, and includes your DFE Skills Test.

(3 Day Theory) for Flight Crew License Holders:  - R 5 400.00 ex VAT 

Visit us our website: 
www.cranfield.co.za

www.dragonflydrone.co.za

Give us a call - Office hours: ( 011 ) 708 2588
Mobile- Rick :083 269 4186 

Or mail us at info@cranfield.co.za for more information or to make a booking.
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BIRD AVIATION IS YOUR TRAINING SCHOOL OF 
CHOICE IN THE SOUTHERN GAUTENG REGION.

WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING SERVICES & MORE:
· Private Pilot licence
· Night Rating
· Instrument Rating
· Multi Engine Rating
· Complex aircraft training
· Aircraft test flights
· Commercial pilot licence
· ATPL Prep
· Simulator Training
· Instructor rating
· Restricted and General Radio licence
· PPL Test center
· Owner Training
· Aerobatic training
· English language testing

Our Fleet: Piper Cherokee’s; Cessna 172
Beechcraft travelair (multi); Piper Arrow
Sling 2; FNPT II simulator; Piper Colt  
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Tel: 016 5561007
www.birdaviation.co.za
info@birdaviation.co.za

@birdaviationsa  

B i r d  Av i at i o n o f f e r s  a e r o b at i c i n t o   F l i g h t s  & c o u r s e s  o n  o u r A l p h a  1 6 0
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and recurrent instrument training and 
instructor renewals. CFA also has state 
of the art ground school facilities and an 
SACAA approved online exam test centre.

CFA has a fleet of nine training 
aircraft which include seven Cessna 
172s, one Cessna 172 RG and a Piper 
Twin Comanche. This ensures excellent 
availability and backup at all times. 

Accommodation is available at our own 
residence, a short walk from Rand Airport. 

CFA is committed to offering you a 
professional, personal and rewarding 
experience. Safety and airmanship are 
the corner stones on which CFA bases its 
culture and ethos. 

Contact CFA on:
Tel: 011 824 4421 
Email: info@cfasa.co.za 
Website: www.cfasa.co.za

CRANFIELD AVIATION TRAINING
Looking to become a licensed drone 

pilot on leaving school, or considering this 
exciting accreditation for your immediate 
future, then speak to Cranfield.

In the UAV (drone) industry new 
applications emerge daily, and technology 
continues soaring to unimaginable heights. 
It’s clear that this industry promises to take 
us all into the next century!

Our SACAA accredited training 
programme will equip you with the 
knowledge and skills to become an integral 
part of this worldwide phenomena, joining 
scores of people already using drones to 
earn a living, and doing what they love.

With our venue in Fourways, and 
experienced instructors, Cranfield remains 
the go-to training institution for those 
looking to get ahead. 

Training includes seven days of Theory 
and six days Practical. 

Our 2018 schedule to be announced 
soon, with current courses being run on a 

monthly basis.
Pricing and additional information 

is available on our website: www.
dragonflydrone.co.za. 

Contact us on:
Tel: 011 708 2588 
Email: rick@cranfield.co.za
Website: www.cranfield.co.za

ERA FLUG FLIGHT TRAINING
Era Flug Flight Training is located in 

the Signature Flight Support building in 
the General Aviation Area at Cape Town 
International Airport.

There is no better environment for flight 
training than at an international airport like 
Cape Town, sharing the same air space 
with all types of commercial aircraft from all 
over the world. 

Era Flug offers flight training from ab 
initio level to advanced multi-engine with 
instrument ratings and instructor ratings 



OPEN DAY 

28th October 2017
on single and multi-engine aircraft. They 
currently operate C152, P28A, P28R and 
P06T (Tecnam) aircraft and also offer 
conversions to type, licence revalidations 
and simulator training for single and multi-
engine on a SACAA certified Simuflight 
FNPT 2 trainer. 

Pilot supplies, accessories and all study 
materials required for courses are available 
in the pilot shop.

Era Flug has recently introduced an 
exciting new integrated course for the 
commercial pilot licence with instrument 
rating on the Tecnam P06T without having 
to first qualify on an advanced single 
engine aircraft. This saves the student a 
considerable amount of money and time, 
allowing the student to qualify with at least 
15 hours on multi-engine aircraft. 

Aviation English lectures are offered to 
foreign students.

Contact Era Flug on:
Tel: 021 934 7431
Email: info@era-flug.com
Website: www.era-flug.com

GRYPHON FLIGHT ACADEMY
‘A Real passion for flying’
In February 2006 Anton Rousseau 

established Gryphon Flight Academy. Anton 
is a pilot with over 25 years’ experience, a 
flight instructor and was a senior training 
captain with SA Airlink, as well as being the 
chief pilot for ExecuJet SA. Anton is also a 
designated flight examiner for the SACAA.

His passion for flying and flight 
training compelled him to begin his own 
flight school, Gryphon Flight Academy, 
now based in Pietermaritzburg. Although 
operating from Pietermaritzburg, Anton 
offers training anywhere in South Africa 
and is willing to travel to provide training 
services into Africa, to ensure the 
availability of professionally trained highly 
qualified pilots for the growing industry. 
Gryphon Flight Academy is dedicated to 
provide enriching, hands on education to 
our students. Anton comes from a long line 
of pilots! His Grandfather flew Sopwith Pups 

mailto:info@era-flug.com
http://www.era-flug.com
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Skyhawk

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE CIVIL AVIATION 

TECHNICAL STANDARDS (CATS 61) SUBPART 11 

LAST YEAR IS A MUCH NEEDED CHANGE TO THE 

SOUTH AFRICAN INSTRUMENT RATING SYLLABUS.

Likewise, the introduction of the Redbird MCX 
motion FNPT2 trainer, by Skyhawk Aviation, is 
a welcome change to the way General Aviation 
has been using simulation.

Visit us at Lanseria Airport to experience the 
Redbird as well as our CAA approved Subpart 
11 training syllabus.

Skyhawk Aviation
CAA 0339
Hangar 10, Gate 6, 
Lanseria International Airport
(011) 701 2622
www.skyhawk.co.za

training feature

in WWI for the RFC.
At Gryphon we offer courses on an 

individual basis in order to provide the 
best service to our clients’ needs. We 
pride ourselves as professionals, and 
the commitment to providing you a better 
training experience!

Contact Anton Rousseau on:
Tel: 082 562 5060
Email: anton@gryphonflight.co.za
Website: www.gryphonflight.co.za

HELICOPTER PILOT TRAINING
Based in the heart of South Africa’s 

beautiful city of Cape Town, Helicopter Pilot 
Training is a modern aviation training facility 
at Cape Town International Airport.

The school was started by Ari Kraak 
and his two partners who had been flying 
and training in Cape Town and became 
increasingly aware of the need for a 
professional, motivated school driven by 

experienced pilots and personnel.
We train pilots of all levels from ab 

initio to advanced, speciality courses, type 
conversions and full private to commercial 
licences. Our prices are competitive, we 
are open seven days a week and our PPL 
and CPL courses are tailored to fit your 
schedule, time frame and budget. 

Our helicopter fleet is the largest in 
Cape Town, consisting of two Robinson 
R22s, three R44s, four EC120s, two 
EC130s, two AS350, a Bell 206L, and 
AS355. We are the only school in the 
Western Cape with the Airbus EC120, 
EC130 and AS350. 

CAA certified basic IF training is offered 
on the R22s and we have an R44 with 
glass cockpit for basic and more advanced 
IF training. We also offer Sling training on 
the R44 using a certified keeperless hook, 
which reduces the cost of obtaining this 
rating. Furthermore, our unique state-of-
the-art training facility is geared towards 
innovative and interactive learning. The 
air-conditioned classrooms are fitted with 

HD projectors and high-speed internet, 
enabling students access to online learning 
material, practical training videos and 
playback of their flights. Philip Merrick who 
has 16,000 hours and 10,000 instruction 
hours is our highly qualified in-house DFE.

For students wishing to pursue a 
career in aviation, Helicopter Pilot Training 
provides a valuable foot in the door through 
its link with to Cape Town Helicopters, 
which offers scenic helicopter flights and 
charters, and flies in excess of 3,000 hours 
a year.

Our full-time maintenance facility is 
also situated in the school hangar, ensuring 
well-maintained aircraft and minimal down 
time, as well as enabling students to gain 
hands-on access to our aircraft during 
their learning of aircraft systems. When 
compared to the photos and models used 
in typical classroom environments, this 
method results in unparalleled conceptual 
understanding.

We understand that aviation is as much 
about flying as it is the people your work 

mailto:anton@gryphonflight.co.za
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SPECIALISED ADVANCED 
AVIATION TRAINING

We offer training on:
• PC12 • C208 • BE90

BE20 • B190 • E120

For other aircraft types contact 
Anton Rousseau - 082 5625060

anton@gryphonflight.co.za

FLIGHT TESTING
CPL • ATPL •PROFICIENCY CHECKS

• IF RENEWALS

Where  pilots speak for themselves

“My training experience at Gryphon Flight Academy could 
not have been more positive and rewarding. The Ground 
phase was delivered by an experienced Captain on both 
aircraft, who portrayed the utmost professionalism both as 
a pilot and instructor.  Similarly, the simulator sessions were 
instructed by experienced South African airline pilots with a 
genuine passion for the work they do. Their enthusiasm and 
professionalism were infectious and I completed the course 
feeling entirely confi dent that I was ready to operate 
commercially with a high level of expertise and 
professionalism”  Garth Greyling

“I did my ATPL Preparation, my B190 Profi ciency Check as 
well as my MCC course with Gryphon Flight Academy and I 
was very pleased with the service! Anton really listened and 
tailored a fi tting package to my needs, unlike many other 
major Flight Schools, thus saving me a lot of money but still 
offered a great Training Experience. Only can recommend 
this school.” Patrick Heintschel.

Contact details:
Anton Rousseau   082 5625060

anton@gryphonfl ight.co.za

Jason Everard   072 257 2256
everard.jason@gmail.com

 
Wesley Hinstridge   076 542 1793

Wesley@gryphonfl ight.co.za
 

ORIBI AIRPORT: 
PACAIR Hangar Oribi Airport

www.gryphonfl ight.co.za

CAA/0322
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with and meet. As such we encourage pilots to come and relax, and 
enjoy a cold or warm one on the deck and interact with other pilots. 
We are also starting monthly safety get-togethers to bring life back 
to the general aviation community in Cape Town.

Helicopters are powerful, fascinating machines that are a source 
of wonder for all ages, and Cape Town’s stunning scenery is best 
appreciated from the sky, so if you have always dreamed of gaining 
your helicopter pilot licence, either for pleasure or to develop a 
career as a pilot, kick-start your training in beautiful Cape Town with 
Helicopter Pilot Training. 

Our professional approach, focus on quality, safety and integrity 
will ensure achieve your flying dream.

Contact Helicopter Pilot Training on:
Tel: +27 21 935 0719
Cell: +27 82 782 2725
Email: ari@helicopterpilottraining.co.za
Website: www.helicopterpilottraining.co.za

LANSERIA FLIGHT CENTRE
Established in 1989 and based at Grand Central, Lanseria Flight 

Centre (LFC) is internationally recognised as a first class training 
organisation, specialising professional training for the domestic and 
international student. 

LFC offers part-time or full-time flight training, hour-building, 
as well as advanced training, and continually strives to deliver the 
highest quality products and services to the industry. 

They have a dedicated approved AMO, FBO maintenance 
operation and operate the following aircraft:  nine C172s, C177RG, 
Cessna 182, Cessna 210, Beechcraft Duchess, Piper Seneca, Piper 
Navajo, FNPT11 Flight Simulator Training Device. 

A major factor in our growth is our team of full-time dedicated 
instructors. They have a wealth of airline, air force, and charter 
flying experience and develop an excellent rapport with the student, 
ensuring optimum results every time. 

Whether you want to fly for pleasure with a Private Pilot’s 
Licence, or open a lifetime of opportunities with a career in 
commercial aviation, we can guide you through an approved course 
of comprehensive practical and theory training.

Tel: +27 (0)11 312 5166
Email: info@flylfc.com
Website: www.flylfc.com 

LITSON & ASSOCIATES
Litson & Associates is based near Cape Town, South Africa, and 

provides aviation safety and quality related training throughout Africa 
and globally, using dedicated, professional facilitators to ensure that 
our delegates receive the ‘tools to do the job’.

Planned open courses to enable individual delegates to attend 
are held in Cape Town, Johannesburg and Windhoek, plus these 
courses are also offered to client airlines and aircraft operators on-
site at their locations.
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LANSERIA FLIGHT CENTRE
PILOT TRAINING • AIR CHARTER

• PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

• PPL, CPL

• AIRLINE PILOT’S LICENCE

• JET RATING

• SIMULATOR

• GLASS COCKPIT

• SUPERB FLEET 

info@fl ylfc.com       www.fl ylfc.com
GRAND CENTRAL AIRPORT 

TEL: 011 3125166; 011 6592810
CAA0040

LANSERIA FLIGHT CENTRE
PILOT TRAINING • AIR CHARTER

ENROL NOW!

Commercial Ground School -  Individual subjects welcome.
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Course overviews and the ability to 
register on-line for a course are found on 
www.litson.co.za. 

Course subjects include Aviation 
Safety Management Systems / SMS for 
Senior Management / Quality Management 
Systems / Aviation Auditor Entry Level 
/ Aviation Lead Auditor / Occurrence 
Investigation / CRM Initial & Recurrent / 
Aviation Co-Ordinator (AvCo) OGP / Co-
Ordinator Occupational Health and Safety 
(COHS) / Dangerous Goods Awareness / 
Safety & Emergency Response Procedures 
/ ERP workshop / shortly RPAS & UAV. 

For quotations and all training related 
queries, please contact Shanaaz Arnold at 
L&A on +27 (0)21 8517187.

We look forward to being of assistance 
to you!

PARAMOUNT AVIATION ACADEMY
Paramount Aviation Academy is an 

exclusive flying school in Bethlehem. 
Nestled in the foothills of the Maluti 
and Drakensberg Mountains, they 
provide professional flight training with a 
spectacular backdrop.

The airfield is quiet which means that 
students can concentrate on learning to 
fly without the distractions of being rushed 
by other aircraft or air traffic control. Being 
situated right on the edge of the General 
Flying Area means that time is not wasted 
flying to and from the training area. When 
it comes to circuit training, students will 
complete at least six circuits an hour. 

Their high student to instructor ratio 
allows for individual attention in resolve any 
concerns students may have. 

Paramount offers training on variety 
of aircraft types, including a Samba XL, 
Piper Cherokee 180C, Cessna 152, Cessna 
172, Cessna 182, and a Piper Arrow. They 
offer training from LSA to CPL with IFR and 
multi-rating.

Accommodation is available within 
walking distance of the airport.

For more information contact 
Paramount Aviation on:

Tel: +27 87 941 2676
Tel: +27 63 699 4262
Email: info@flyparamount.co.za
www.flyparamount.co.za

SKYHAWK AVIATION
Skyhawk Aviation was established by 

Mike Gough (a current SAA Airbus Training 
Captain and SA Flyer columnist) to fill a 
training niche: combining a high quality 
approach with an emphasis on meaningful 
and value-added interaction with 
experienced instructors in a professional 
but enjoyable environment. 

As a Designated Flight Examiner (DFE 
1) as well as an Airbus Training Captain, 
Mike is able to assess student’s progress, 
and conduct final flight tests presenting 
realistic scenarios.

Skyhawk conducts regular fly-aways 
with students; and these include practical 
flying exercises. Safety evenings are 
presented by well-known and respected 
figures. These also serve as a great way 
to socialise with like-minded aviators. 
Skyhawk works closely with charter 
companies and airlines to maximise a new 
commercial pilot’s employment prospects 
through networking.

If you need a reality check about the 
sometimes hard truth about becoming 
a career pilot, then you can’t go far 
wrong by dropping in at Hanger 10, 
Gate 5 at Lanseria. Send an email to 
Mike beforehand to get welcomed to the 
demanding, but infinitely rewarding world of 
Commercial Aviation.

Contact Tracy Gough on:
Tel: 011 701 2622
Cell: 072 484 7984
Email: mikegough@mweb.co.za
Website: www.skyhawk.co.za

STELLENBOSCH FLIGHT ACADEMY
The Stellenbosch Airfield, situated in 

the most beautiful setting in the country, is 
also the home of the Stellenbosch Flight 
Academy (SFA).

When the company acquired an 
advanced Flight Simulator Training Device 
(FSTD) a few years ago, it created an 
opportunity to offer a unique service to the 
rest of the flight training community in the 
Western Cape.

Establishing partnerships with 
most local schools, the FSTD became 
available for use by such schools and their 
instructors. This symbiosis also meant 
that the facility became within the financial 

mailto:mikegough@mweb.co.za
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Paramount is Accredited and approved by:
South African Civil Aviation Authority
ATO Number CAA/0143

COURSES OFFERED:
NPL (LSA)
PPL
Restricted Radio Licence
English Language Profi ciency
Night Rating
IF Rating
CPL (Practical)
Instructor Rating
CAA Accredited Exam Centre
Multi Engine Rating
Pilot Shop and Aircraft Sales

Safety - Excellence - Precision

PERSONAL ATTENTION IS VERY 

IMPORTANT TO US AT A QUIET AIRPORT W
ITH 

NO W
AITING TIME FOR TAKE-OFFS

Contact Details:
Tel: +27 87 941 2676
Tel: +27 63 699 4262
Skype: paramountaviation
Email: info@fl yparamount.co.za
www.fl yparamount.co.za

TRAINING AIRCRAFT:
We have several training aircraft available to us, from simple single-engine aircraft to advance 

twin-engine aircraft.  These include:

Samba XL • Piper Cherokee 180 • Piper Arrow 
• Piper Seneca IV • Savannah LSA • Cessna 152  •  Cessna 172

 
 Paramount uses a combination of these aircraft throughout the CPL in order to achieve the best all 

round training for an exceptional pilot. 

®®®®®®®®®®®
Hire & Fly

 packages from R855 

per hour. Terms and 

conditions apply.

Please call for 

more info
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reach of even the smaller schools.
The company employs experienced, 

ex-airline instructors and offers recurrent 
training for annual IFR or professional 
licence renewals, which is undertaken 
on the FSTD by various locally available 
Designated Examiners.

Focusing on advanced training, SFA 
offers regular CPL ground courses, as 
well as a large catalogue of other training 
courses offered in partnership with 
Cranfield Aviation.

Contact Francois at SFA on:
Cell: +27 (0)82 892 6102
Email: fstols@mweb.co.za
Website: www.simflight.co.za

STELLENBOSCH FLYING CLUB 
Established in 1973, the Stellenbosch 

Flying Club (SFC) is located amongst the 
picturesque mountains and vineyards of the 
Cape winelands. 

SFC is a traditional flying club where 
the core focus is to provide a home for the 
recreational and aspirant aviator, and to 
promote general aviation. Over the years, 
SFC has built up a reputation for offering 
world-class flight training with an emphasis 
on safety as a priority. 

Their Flight Training Centre (ATO CAA 
0053) is authorised to provide ground and 
flight training from PPL to ATPL, Instructor 
Ratings, Multi-Engine Class Ratings and 
type conversions. In association with 
their partner school, Stellenbosch Flight 
Academy, SFC offers simulator training 
on a modern FNPT-II simulator that fully 
complies to the JAR and SACAA-FSTD A 
standards.

SFC’s speciality is cost-effective, 
individualised training that caters for the 
specific needs of its clients. They have a 
well-maintained high-and low-wing fleet 
of aircraft, and a pool of instructors with 
airline, charter, bush flying and general 
aviation experience. The close proximity 
of the Stellenbosch Airfield to Cape 
Town International Airport and navigation 
beacons ensures hassle-free access 
to controlled airspace for general and 
instrument flight training.  

For more information please contact 
Sylvie on:

Tel: 021 880 0294
Email: school@stelfly.co.za
Website: www.stelfly.co.za

SUPERIOR PILOT SERVICES
Superior Pilot Services is a professional 

flying school offering a variety of training 
courses, from PPL to the ATPL, as well 
as Gr II and Gr III Instructor’s Rating and 
IF refresher and renewal courses. We 
specialise in personal training and combine 
the latest techniques, methods and training 
aids to provide a high level of training. We 
are also the preferred service provider for 
SAA, SA Express and SACAA.

With 20 highly trained and qualified 
instructors and a fleet of seven Cessna 
172, a Cessna 182, two Piper Arrows, 
three Piper Twin Comanche’s and RH44 
helicopters, as well as an Alsim state-of-
the-art simulator with configurations from a 
simplex single-engine to a medium turbo-
fan jet, including a piston twin and turbines, 
we have the know-how and experience to 
prepare the best pilots in the industry.

Superior Pilot Services offers 
unmatched facilities that ensure students 
social needs are catered for, and that 
the training offered is at the forefront of 
international training standards. We train 
our pilots not only to reach these standards 
but to exceed them.

Contact Superior Pilot Services on:
Tel: 011 805 0605
Email: info@superiorair.co.za 
Website: www.superiorair.co.za

join.the.leader

Cape Town Flight Training Centre
Private, Commercial & Advanced Pilot Training
(021) 976 7053 or (084) 440 7922
www.cape-town-flying.co.za      CAA/0188

mailto:school@stelfly.co.za
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www.superiorair.co.za

SACAA/0105

Where your dreams take fl ight

Facilities Offered:
- Fleet of 9 Aircraft
- FNPT 2 Simulator
- Online Booking
- Air-conditioned Briefi ng Rooms
- CAA Approved Exam Centre
- Hire and Fly
- Free Secure Parking
- Online Pilot Centre
- Accommodation Crew House

Courses Offered:
- Private Pilots License
- Night Rating
- Instrument Rating
- Commercial Pilots License
- Multi-Engine Rating
- English Language Profi ciency
- Restricted Radio License

The only fl ight training 
academy at Rand Airport that 

offers ALL the required 
facilities for COMPLETE pilot 

training at our on-site campus

“Look at the rest, then 
come fl y with the BEST!”

Full Course Fee ZAR 18 500. Includes CRM Cert ifi cate. All 
prices include VAT (tax). All classes run from 10h00 – 15h00, 

weekdays only. One-on-one extra lessons are available at a 
discounted rate to course attendees 

Central Flying Academy

Hangar 28 Hurricane Rd Rand Airport 
Germiston www.cfasa.co.za

Tel: 011 824 4421 
Fax: 086 670 7103    

email: info@cfasa.co.zaSA
 Fl

ye
r 2

01
7|

09

Commercial Ground School Courses 
Start     End          Course   
14 - 16 Aug            Meteorology
21 - 23 Aug            Radio Aids
28 - 30 Aug            Instruments
04 - 07 Sep             Navigation
12 -14 Sep             Human Performance
18 -27 Sep             ATG and POF

THOMPSON AVIATION
Based at Wonderboom Airport in 

Pretoria, arguably the best training 
airfield in South Africa, Thompson 
Aviation offers old school values, 
personal attention and top-quality 
aviation training. 

Our pristine fleet of Cherokee 
180 aircraft are maintained to the 
highest standards, making our hire 
and fly packages very attractive to any 
aviator that is serious about safety and 
efficiency. 

Our instructors all have extensive 
charter and airline experience, flying 
a whole range of jets from Hawkers to 
Boeings.

At Thompson Aviation, we believe 
in the ‘Aviation Family Concept’ – when 
you join our academy, you become part 
of a family. We are always available for 
anything our students need, long after 
they have qualified, whether it is referrals 
or challenging route advice.

Our state of the art simulator is 
available for renewals and upgrades 
with any of our instructors or DE of your 
choice.

Thompson Aviation is the only choice 
for any parent wanting top-quality training 
for their child. We don’t just sell PPL’s; 
“We create aviators for the industry!”

Contact details:
Tel: 012 753 5580
Cell: 083 539 2038
Cell: 072 470 9459
Email: michelle@thompsonaviation
Email: robbie@thompsonaviation
 Website: www.thompsonaviation.
co.za 

WESTLINE AVIATION 
So, you have a dream of becoming 

a pilot? Well, selection of the correct 
training establishment could be the 
difference between a dream and a 
nightmare. 

Westline Aviation maintains all 
the essential elements that you as an 
aspiring pilot should be looking for. We 
are an organisation that you can trust to 
put your flight training needs first! 

Westline is ideally situated at New 
Tempe Airport in Bloemfontein and 
provides world class training on both 
fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters. 

A highly qualified and dedicated team 
is here to support your full spectrum of 
training. We pledge to give you the best 
training, not only flying knowledge and 
skills, but also a healthy attitude towards 
flight safety. 

Visit our website and find out first-
hand why Westline Aviation is held in 
such high regard in the aviation industry. 
Westline Aviation – we turn flight dreams 
into flight reality. 

Tel: 051 451 1717
Email: info@westline.co.za
Website: www.westline.co.za

WINDHOEK FLIGHT TRAINING 
CENTRE

Windhoek Flight Training Centre has 
been Namibia’s number one flight crew 
training provider since 1996.

They offer the following course on 
aeroplanes, helicopters: Private Pilot’s 
Licence, Night Ratings, Instrument 
Ratings, Commercial Pilot’s Ground 
School, Commercial Pilot’s Licence, 
Airline Pilot’s Ground School. The school 
also offers gyro training.

Being situated in Windhoek Namibia, 
WFTC has sunny clear skies all year 
round, ensuring our students are rarely 
grounded due to bad weather.

WFTC operates from the BD Roos 
hangar complex at Eros airport, where 
they have full lecture and briefing 
facilities. WFTC has the biggest training 
fleet in Namibia. Catering for all types of 
training, from basic trainers to complex 
single engine aircraft, as well as multi-
engine training aircraft. WFTC has the 
only flight simulator of its kind in Namibia, 
allowing economic flight training, without 
compromising flight safety.

All instrument training flights can 
be conducted from our base as we 
are a mere 23 miles from the nearest 
instrument approach facility.

Contact WFTC on: 
Tel: +264 61 238 191
Email: pilots@flywftc.com 
Website: www.flywftc.net
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For any enquiries please contact
 Clinton Bukes @082 336 6890

 
Visit our website @ 

www.aeropraktsouthafrica.co.za

Email: wildlife@bassair.co.za
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We are the exclusive distributors for Aeroprakt 
Foxbat aircraft, supplying spares, products, 

parts and accessories in Southern Africa

Contact Sanet on 079 920 4513 or e-mail sanet@scssafaris.com for bookings. www.kunkurusafaris.com

NOW WITH LANDING STRIP
Gravel airstrip
20m wide with 15m shoulders on each side
1200m long threshold to threshold
Approach 05/23
Windsock in centre of runway
25 20’53.50” S
27 41’44.20” E
Elevation 1140m (3740ft)

Break away to the sights and sounds of the bushveld just 1 and a half hours from JHB, 
30km north of Brits. Six well positioned thatched chalets with en-suite bathrooms and 
air-con sleeps 2/4 people. Most plains species are found at Kunkuru Lodge and also 
includes Buffalo, Lion and Hippo. Should the time come to rejuvenate the soul then enjoy 
a relaxing experience at Kunkuru Spa.

Half day and full day fly-in packages are offered. Half day packages start at R175.00 per 
person for 1 - 2 people per aircraft. Includes brunch and use of the lodge facilities.
The lodge includes spa, pool and lounge areas with a cash bar. Gamedrives can also be 
arranged at an additional cost.

news
Words: Graeme Wuth

The Perlan II glider reached 
its best altitude of 32,500 
feet in early August as it nears 
the existing sailplane record 
of 50,727 feet, set by Einar 
Enevoldson and Steve Fossett in 
Perlan I in 2006. 

T
HE two-seat glider is planned to 
soar well beyond that record, to 
a target altitude of 90,000 feet. 
To achieve this, the Perlan team 
has travelled to El Calafate, 

Argentina, where a strong jet stream near 
the south pole combines with the high 
terrain of the Andes to create the world’s 
strongest mountain waves.

Some high-altitude research will be 
done on the way to setting the record. 
Perlan II will be fitted with air sampling 
equipment for environmental research, and 

the lack of an engine will allow for collection 
of uncontaminated air at altitudes beyond 
the reach of most aircraft. “Airbus Perlan 
Mission II will allow us to study a range of 
atmospheric phenomenon that ultimately 
will give us more accurate models of our 
upper atmosphere and the climatic changes 
that matter to every world citizen,” says 
Perlan Project CEO, Ed Warnock.

“As demand for air travel rises, and 
we are faced with questions about how 

to safely and more efficiently transport a 
growing population, the insights that Airbus 
Perlan Mission II will be collecting are 
invaluable,” said Allan McArtor, chairman of 
Airbus Americas and sponsor of the project. 
“Perlan’s discoveries will help us shape the 
future of aerospace with innovations related 
to design and engineering, more efficient air 
travel and even aviation science related to 
travel on Mars.”j

Perlan II will attempt the 
altitude record over the Andes, 

to capitalise on the world's 
strongest mountain waves.

PERLAN II ON TRACK FOR 
ALTITUDE RECORD


